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A Fart 


Live by 


AVING quoted the words of Paul in a mes- 
sage, the invitable happened. Following the 
service, when we were alone, he said “Do you mean 
God will supply all my needs?” It goes without 
saying that I was not ready to answer this doubt- 
ing query; for, like most, I had simply taken at 
face value the words, without examining the facts. 
Then, I began to think—what are our needs? A 
car, a house, a table laden with daily bread? Yes 
—in a way these are our needs; and God, through 
our own initiative many times, makes available 
these necessities of our modern lives. But I doubt 
if these were uppermost in Paul’s mind when he 
penned these words, for his life, like his Lord’s, did 
not “consist in the abundance of things which he 
possessed.” 

Just then I remembered another cataloging of 
needs. These will not appear in the “Consumer’s 
Report” nor will they be used to determine the 
“Cost of Living Index” and yet, they are the real 
needs of life—more than houses, refrigerators or 
televisions! This is true because men and women 
have lived without the above things, but life would 
not be worthy of the name without the following. 
Listen—Paul names these basic needs, to which 
psychology and psychiatry bow even today—‘love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith- 
fulness, gentleness, self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23— 
Goodspeed). 


Mr. Smith is minister of the Hillsboro Christian 
Church, Tampa, Fla. 
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All My 
Needs? 


by R. Fred Smith 


Imagine life without love, and immediately life 
is shaded by this greatest of losses. Morose, 
dismal, somber, gloomy—all the synonyms we 
could muster could never describe adequately life 
without love, both divine and human! Surely in 
this lies one of the necessities of life! 

Or, what of peace? What confused thoughts 
flood our minds as we consider loss of peace! War, 
destruction, perplexity, discouragement—all these 
and a myriad of other thoughts rise to speak of 
our need for peace. Our twentieth century people 
have run excitedly to greet anyone, any plan, any 
cult that has offered this basic need called peace 
of mind. I suppose if all the books written on 
the subject were laid end to end, they would surely 
circle our globe! 

Or, look at the others—joy or happiness, pa- 
tience or longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith 
or faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. What 
man among us would like to live without these 
qualities of life? To be sure, many miss the 
mark, and some never even recognize these needs 
—hbut, down deep where active seeking is yet a 
passive longing, these lie as basic needs. 

But, the most beautiful part of it all is this— 
“my God shall supply every need—!” This was 
evidently the deeper current of thought when Paul 
voiced that promise. Through the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit, and the conscious presence of 
Christ in us, we can have the fruit of the Spirit, 
the most basic needs of life. “All my needs?” 
Yes—all our needs will be supplied! 
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USTAV AULEN in his book The Faith of the 
Christian Church says that as far back as 
we can trace the primitive life of the early church 
we discover that it was characterized by two acts, 
baptism into Christ and the partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper.’ It is because of this that the 
Christian Churches, whose motivating desire as a 
denomination is to return to the practices of the 
early New Testament church, accept baptism and 
communion as the only sacraments. 

In India, if a Hindu professes conversion to 
Christianity, he may be persecuted and ill-treated, 
but he will not necessarily lose caste so long as he 
remains unbaptized. But if he once receives 
Christian baptism, he is given up as finally lost, 
cut off, and loses caste for all time.2 For the 
Hindu, baptism is the act which separates a man 
from the Hindu religion, not his interest in Chris- 
tianity. 

And so it is with our church—many persons are 
interested in Christianity, but what separates the 
interested person from the committed Christian 
is the act of baptism. Until a man is baptized he 
is not a Christian in the fullest sense of the word, 
he is only a person interested in Christianity. 
We do not hold this conviction because we are a 
self-centered clique that would shut people out but 
rather because without the experience which the 
act of baptism initiates one has not entered into 
the uniqueness of the Christian faith. 


I 


There is a switch on our back porch. It is sup- 
posed to cause something to happen but it doesn’t 
work. Because it doesn’t work we are not even 


Mr. Laughrun is minister of First Christian Church, 
Artesia, Calif. 


tAulen, Gustav, The Faith of the Christian Church, 
p. 372. Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia (1948). 


2White, Ernest, The Christian Life and the Uncon- 
scious, p. 67, Harper and Bros., N. Y. (1955). 
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sure what it is supposed to cause happen. One 
thing that we do know is that it is cut off from 
the electricity which is supposed to make it work 
and it will not work until it is connected again. 

What is true of the switch on our back porch is 
true of baptism in the Christian Church to a large 
degree. Baptism does not “work” because nothing 
happens when the act of baptism is entered into. 
And because nothing happens we are not ever 
sure what is supposed to happen. Baptism, as is 
true of any act of man, can easily become cut off 
from the source, the experience which gives it its 
power. Only by connecting the act of baptism 
once more with the experience that it symbolizes 
can the church become transformed. 

You and I as honestly seeking Christians need 
to go behind the act of baptism to the experience 
that leads one to be baptized and leads one from 
baptism to the redemptive, deep-rooted life in 
Christ. 

II 


One thing that every Christian knows is that 
baptism is a symbol of man’s re-birth. As one 
man has put it, baptism is a man’s re-birthday. 
However, like Nicodemus, we find ourselves asking, 
“What does it mean to be reborn?” 

The only way to answer the question is to go 
behind the experience of being reborn and ask 
what it means to be “born” in the first place. 

This question cannot be answered by one ex- 
perience at one particular time. Rather “to be 
born” is a process, a series of experiences. The 
answer is best put, “a man is being born.” 

In China a baby’s birthday is counted from his 
conception, not from his physical separation from 
the mother. A man begins the process of being 
born when he is conceived. He develops within 
the mother, one with her, in a series of births. 
Finally he is separated from her at physical birth. 
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But he is still one with her emotionally, he can- 
not stand apart from her for his very existence 
depends on her. A man continues to be born as he 
slowly and painfully separates himself from one- 
ness with parents and becomes an individual apart 
from parents. 

A man is not born in the most basic sense when 
he is conceived or when he is separated from the 
mother physically. He has only entered into the 
process of being born. Man is born only when he 
has become an individual apart from other in- 
dividuals, including his parents. When a man is 
able to face the world alone without fear and 
without the need of support from parents or 
parent substitutes, then he is truly born. 

If we could put this in a sentence it would be 
“man is born from an unchosen oneness—he be- 
comes an individual.” 


Tir 


Now we are in a position to understand the 
experience of baptism which is symbolic of a man’s 
rebirth. It is not easy, but if one can follow, it 
leads to the real joy of the baptismal experience. 

Imbedded in the act of baptism is the secret of 
the experience of baptism and rebirth. Let us 
look at the act of baptism closely: 


(1) A man is buried into the water. 
raised up out of the water. 
walk in newness of life. 
does it mean? 


(2) He is 
(3) He is called to 
That is the act, what 


The experience behind the first step in the act 
of baptism is a surprising one—simply put, it 
means that a man accepts his own death before it 
happens! Even though he has not died physically, 
a man voluntarily dies and is buried into the 
water. 

This is the beginning of rebirth and its secret 
lies in the condition of a man after he is born in 
the most primary sense. As each one of us be- 
comes aware of ourself as an individual apart 
from the world we become aware of something else 
—namely that as an individual organism we will 
die. In a deeper sense we become aware that there 
is nothing in us as an individual which transcends 
death—in other words if we die as an isolated in- 
dividual we perish for eternity does not reside in 
the individual in isolation. 

What then does he who has been born into in- 
dividuality do? He buries his isolated individual- 
ity in the waters of baptism. He accepts the 
reality of death and even enters into the experience 
of death—but that is not the end, it is only the 
beginning. For a man is not only buried in 
baptism—he is raised up. 

He is raised up, however, as one who has ac- 
cepted the fact that he will die—indeed he has died 
—and with this new knowledge made an actuality, 
he looks around him with a new vision, with eyes 
that truly see and ears that truly hear. And he 
asks once again the question, ‘‘What leads to eternal 
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living?” He has discovered that being an isolated 
individual does not lead to eternity but rather 
to death and the end. 

The Christian answer that comes to the man 
who has accepted the death and burial of his 
isolated individuality is that he can walk in new- 
ness of life in Christ Jesus! 

It is only when this insight comes that concep- 
tion takes place for a man’s rebirth. In being 
born, man is born from something—even an un- 
chosen oneness and dependency. In being reborn 
man is born into something—even the freely 
chosen participation in Jesus Christ and his body 
which is the church. 

IV 


In baptism one’s rebirth is conceived—but it is 
only conceived. Even as the tiny embryo which 
is to be a man must develop within the mother, so 
each of us who is called to oneness with Christ 
must develop within the church. 

Baptism, which is our re-birthday, is only the 
beginning, the setting in motion of our being re- 
born. It can be abortive unless we continue to be 
reborn daily so that we develop into the fullness of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is what Acts 2:38 means when its says we 
are baptized “unto the remission of sin” (A.S.V.). 
To put it into the language we have been using, 
we are not freed from the prison of isolated in- 
dividualism by baptism; we are entered into the 
process of becoming free. 

It is only as the isolated individual who was 
symbolically buried in the act of baptism dies 
daily that the man in Christ can be born. This is 
hard work and a task from which most of us run. 

To be reborn is not something that has happened 
to any of us. It is rather something that is 
happening to us—and unless it is happening to 
us daily we have no part in the kingdom. 

The act of baptism itself demonstrates this 
truth. For baptism is not an isolated experience— 
baptism has no meaning except as it leads one out 
of the waters of baptism into the fellowship of 
Christ. 

Baptism leads to the Lord’s Table where we take 
into ourselves the body and blood of our Savior 
in communion with our fellows who are also being 
reborn daily. 

If baptism does not lead us to the Lord’s Table, 
to weekly worship in the Lord’s house and to the 
daily loving of our neighbor through deeds, then we 
have not been baptized nor have we begun to be 
reborn. We have only gone through a hollow act 
with no meaning. 

The strange contradiction of the Christian faith 
is that once a man has begun to be reborn he is 
reborn. And so long as man continues to be re- 
born daily he stays reborn! 





3Aulen, Op. Cit., p. 371. 
4Ibid. 
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Finding God in the Woods 


O incidents, thirty years apart, have 
suggested this theme. Let us mention 
the last first. A few days ago one of the 
members of our staff commented on a poem 
which had been submitted: “It looks as if 
we were returning to the days of Thoreau. 
All our poets are finding God in nature.” 

The earlier incident took place when a 
young student minister was worried because 
he could not get a house full of worshipers 
on an August Sunday morning. We singled 
out a particular culprit. He was almost the 
best liked man in the community, the second 
best, at least. It was disconcerting to a 
young preacher to realize that the man’s 
popularity was not dimmed one bit by the 
fact that he rarely attended worship. 

When we had opportunity to raise a ques- 
tion about his behavior, he didn’t make the 
most common excuse. He did give one that 
we have heard many times since. He said, 
“T can find God better out in the woods on 
Sunday morning than I can down at the 
church.” 

We do seem to be in a rash of nature poets 
today, so far as our supply is concerned. 
The readers see two or three of them each 
week; we see as many as a hundred. And, 
it probably was true that our long-time 
friend got closer to God in his woods than 
he did through any mediation of our sermon. 

It ought not to be so. Poets should be 
able to find God in Jesus Christ, at least a 
part of the time. And men should find God 
when they assemble together to worship in 
the name of Jesus Christ. If they do not 
find him, they need to be careful lest they 
put the blame on external situations or per- 
sons when the real weakness is in the 
searcher. 

One of the great philosophies has it that 
one ought to live as if he wished his thoughts 
and deeds were the universal practice of all 
men. That is high thinking. The next time 
you decide to sleep in, or take a trip to the 
woods or to the beach, to find God, ask your- 
self whether you would like for all people 
to live exactly as you are living. 

In such circumstances it is rather a com- 
forting thought that someone has kept the 
house of the Lord in readiness for us when 
we can find nothing else to do except to go 
and worship. And when we are on vacation, 





it is so good to find a church along the way, 
ready to receive us. 

Yes, you can find God in nature. To re- 
peat the word, a part of his nature can be 
observed in nature. The fullness of it can 
be seen only in his Son. So, if you find him 
in nature, take him with you to the house 
of worship. Add the personal factor to the 
beauty, serenity and order that you may 
have observed. Then the God of the woods 
will begin to take on full stature before you. 


Sidelights 


ROFESSOR E. E. HIGDON called them 

“concompetent learnings.” He was right, 
too, for that is what Kilpatrick called them 
in his new book, Foundations of Method. 
And the professor was fresh out of Teach- 
ers’ College, Columbia University, at the 
time. 

Unlike many of the helpful additions to 
our learning that came our way that first 
year in college, this one stayed with us. We 
thought of it while attending a concert of 
the elementary and high school orchestras 
in our city. 

After the 240-piece lower school orchestra 
had finished, the youngsters took seats (if the 
expression is interpreted liberally enough) in 
the auditorium, ready to listen to the senior 
high orchestra. Such a commotion. Kids 
yelling! Parents waving! Parents standing 
up, looking and waving. The senior high 
orchestra just had to wait until things got 
a bit more quiet. 

Now, a concompetent learning is one that 
you weren’t supposed to get. Something else 
was the main point. Let’s say, the sixth 
grade teacher is droning on about the way 
in which the digestive juices break down 
carbohyrates (do they?) while at the same 
time a jet is climbing noisily into space. 
Which is the active young lad in the back 
row likely to hear? It’s the sidelight that 
is attractive, and he finds himself in posses- 
sion of a concompetent learning. Jets make 
interesting noises when they start their 
climb. 

We went to the school auditorium to hear 
music. We learned that parents and kids are 
noisy when they are trying to find each 
other. It wasn’t worth the trip. And be- 
sides, with all those tall people standing and 
waving, we thought we never would spot our 
little one! 
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LTHOUGH the majority of our churches are 
A “one staff” “churches, the number of multiple 
staff churches has been steadily increasing year by 
year—almost month by month. The educational 
ministry is enjoying a “buyers’ market” for the 
demands for persons to fill the position of di- 
rector of Christian education in local churches 
has multiplied many times since the end of World 
War II. The demand is constantly increasing, but 
the supply (those being trained and graduated in 
the field) has not kept pace. 


At this point one mid-century dilemma is 
faced. Because of the pressing demands and the 
inability to provide trained persons, churches, with 
some degree of impatience and facing the 
urgency of the present, have called relatively un- 


trained and unqualified persons to do the job of 
seminary trained, professional workers. Admit- 
tedly these “stop-gap” arrangements sometimes 
work out to the mutual advantage of all concerned. 
More often, they do not work out and become a 
detriment to future trained persons who might be 
called to serve. 


A real dilema, however, which we face today 
is at the point of trying to retain that which we 
already have. To keep those who have been 


Dr. Shelton is professor of religious education, Brite 
College of the Bible, Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth. 
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seminary trained actively engaged in the educa- 
tional ministry of the church is a problem. Under 
normal conditions the mortality rate among educa- 
tional workers is high. (Many women marry and 
become homemakers and numerous men become 
head ministers of churches.) In spite of this we 
of the church have sadly neglected the guidance 
and nourishment of those in the field—particular- 
ily those in their first positions after graduation 
from seminary. 

Very often the seminary graduate is called by 
a church, upon recommendation of a minister, 
without anyone understanding what is supposed 
to be done. All too often the embryonic director is 
turned loose, without direction, ‘‘to sink or swim.” 
The graduating seminary student obviously lacks 
experience (even if field work has been provided 
it has been under the direction of a teacher, min- 
ister, or DRE). More than likely the job will be 
the first full-time work done in the field. Con- 
sequently, the difference between a successful and 
an unsuccessful ministry may balance on a very 
fine line—and the scales tipped either way—during 
the first few months of the tenure. 

Everyone knows that the minister of the large 
and growing multiple-staff church has many de- 
mands made upon him. Often he is so segmented 
because of calls upon his time, that his frustration 
is great. He is forced to keep going at a furious 
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pace and often overlooks problems that rise within 
his staff, problems which could be solved through 
conference and careful guidance. 

During the first few and crucial months of the 
director’s tenure the discerning and concerned 
minister must give time and guidance to the 
younger, obviously inexperienced associate. Reg- 
ular conference hours, weekly staff meetings, the 
knowledge on the part of the director that no 
question is to trivial to ask his leader, no putting 
off, no brush-off with the pressing, engagement- 
full schedule routine, would be of immeasurable 
worth to the DRE and the minister, as well as to 
the church. 

If pressure on the minister causes delay, op- 
portunity must be made at the earliest possible 
moment for the necessary conference. Such pro- 
cedures will alleviate many problems, forestall many 
mistakes, clear misunderstandings which may oc- 
cur and avoid many failures. 

Such procedures do not mean that the director 
needs to be babied or coddled; it merely means 
that it is the responsibility of the church through 
its leadership to give the same amount of guid- 
ance to a new staff person that the business world 
gives to the college graduate hired to a position 
and just beginning. Business would see that its 
employee (if he possesses any capabilities at all) 
would not fail—mistakes would be corrected early. 
We in the church often neglect our responsibility 
at this point. 

Our dilemma is that we (too often) let our new 
staff members flounder along and without direction 
come to a sad end. The sink-or-swim philosophy 
is not enough. The church must guide and fur- 
ther nourish these professional workers so that 
the future may be safeguarded through the reten- 
tion of potentially valuable, professionally trained 
servants of the church, servants of God. 

The program of Christian education could use 
fewer failures—fewer broken hearts—particularily 
when and if the situation is accelerated by the 
neglect of the ministry or church. 

Careful staff selection is a most important func- 
tion of the ministry, but careful staff nurture must 
follow in order to make possible the One Staff— 
One Job concept which we must have today. The 
parable of the directors may illustrate what we 
mean. 

Two directors of Christian education went forth 
from the halls of their seminary to “wonderful 
worlds on high.” Both were quickly called to 
promising churches where great challenges lay in 
store. Very quickly tares grew up in the way be- 
cause they were working with busy ministers. 
There were no job analyses, no regular staff con- 
ferences, in fact, one director labored in the vine- 
yard for over a year without ever having a confer- 
ence with the minister after the initial, before- 
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employment interview. Never once was the di- 
rector guided, told what was neglected, scolded 
or praised. After numerous requests for confer- 
ences the discouragement grew and the young 
director flew blindly along. The other director 
laboring in another vineyard had almost the same 
problem. Conference time was omitted—only brief, 
passing snatches of time were given to the most 
pressing matters with decisions hastily made or 
more often not made. Never was there time to 
carefully, quietly, unhurriedly and analytically 
consider the unified program of the church. Both 
directors failed to advance in their specialized 
ministry because they could not become effective 
workers in their church. Needless to say, these 
two directors failed to do the fruitful work in 
their first vineyard. 

Two directors of Christian education went forth 
from the halls of their seminary to “wonderful 
worlds on high.” Both were quickly called to 
promising churches where great challenges lay 
in store. Very quickly tares grew up in the way 
for they were working with busy ministers—just 
as busy—just as prominent—with churches just 
as large as those with whom the first two worked. 
However their seeds found root in deep soil and 
they flourished for they had complete job analyses, 
regular staff conferences, adequate counseling in 
addition to sharing and guidance. Here pure 
nurture abounded. Both directors advanced in 
their specialized ministry, becoming more and 
more effective in their churches. Needless to say 
these two directors were successful because they 
were helped and guided to do fruitful work in 
their first vineyard. 


‘Flowering Cheola, Flame of the Forest 


= Smiley Bremer 


Out of the tortured earth 

A flame arises, 

Pure as it burns 'gainst shimmering blue, 
Flaunting the noonday sun. 

You, Oh, my brother, 

Have known want from the hungry earth; 
For you wind has brought no peace, 

And sun no rest. 


Yet does your spirit burn, 

And in your heart is joy. 
Mount Beulah Christian Center 
Edwards, Mississippi. 
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The Spirit Bearing Witness 


by Mrs. Carl Wahlberg 


OULD you crush a rose under your heel? 
The question itself is absurd, but its im- 
plications are significant. A rose is one of nature’s 
proudest creations. It exists to give joy; it suc- 
ceeds as we have eyes to see. 
Would you object to hearing a jazzed-up version 
of “He Is Risen”? Would you like to have it 
placed on the hit-parade? 


Do these preposterous ideas tend to give you 
shock of some kind? I hope so, for they degrade 
the purpose of their creation. How have you 
reacted to the hit-parade songs with scriptural 
texts? Have you openly objected, silently ob- 
jected or taken the road of complacency? I have 
doubt that you, like countless others, have any in- 
tention of being irreverent or sacrilegious, but 
have you ever analyzed these songs and the in- 
fluence that they have on so many people? 

Now I am aware that the lyrics of these songs 
are in themselves quite lovely, but when they get 
mixed up in the hodgepodge of hit-parade, rock 
and roll, and platter parties, they are placed on a 
plane quite below where Christians would sanction 
them. It simply is not fitting and proper. 

I base my opinions on these premises: 


First: I do not believe the song writers in- 
tended to influence anyone for Christ. I believe 
that when one singer receives a large sum of 
money for popularizing one of these songs 
it was written with an eye on the commercial an- 
gle. I do not believe that the money received was 
incidental. Christ is represented to us in our 
teaching as a kind, forgiving, loving Savior, and 
rightly so, for were it not so, ours would be a 
hopeless state. But Christ was moved to right- 
eous anger when he drove the money-changers 
from the temple. The purpose of the temple was 
for the holy word of God, and man had made it a 
place of barter. Do you honestly think that Christ 
wishes the holy truths of the Bible to be the lyrics 
of the popular jazz music? 

Second: We need reverence in our lives. “Man 
cannot live by bread alone” is a truth we readily 
ascribe to. There must be, in our lives, something 
above the commonplace. There must be sacred- 
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ness to be our living inspiration. Without the 
worship of God in truth and purity we are poor 
indeed. 


Third: We ought to use our influence to keep 
scripture and its truths above the light and frivo- 
lous things of this world. Christ intended his 
children to teach his gospel in holiness for he says 
in Romans 8:16: “The Spirit himself bearing wit- 
ness with our spiirt that we are the children of 
God.” Let us not be lulled into a false concep- 
tion that the popular music performs a service to 
mankind when it uses scriptural texts. 


When Christ said, “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God,” he meant that we should put first things 
first in our lives. Let us therefore put God in his 
holy place and worship him in reverence and awe. 


Master Architect 


Who taught the robin how to fashion 

From bits of cloth and sticks and string 
The nest in the crotch of willow branches, 
And gave her a song to sing? 


Who taught the oriole to anchor 
The nest that swings to and fro, 
Safe and warm, with its feather lining, 
When chilly spring winds blow? 


Who taught the squirrel to find the hollow 
Safe in the heart of the oak and deep, 

To store his food in golden autumn 

In the leafy nest where small ones sleep? 


The Master Architect implanted instinct, 
To each wild thing he gave the lore, 

As man with stone hatchet or saw and level, 
Carves his cave or sets roof and door. 


—Alma Robison Higbee 
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The United Church 


Has a Constitution 


CLEVELAND, OHIO—A constitu- 
tion for the United Church of 
Christ, formed three years ago 
by a merger of two major Prot- 
estant denominations with differ- 
ent backgrounds and forms of 
government, was adopted unani- 
mously by the denomination’s 
General Synod here. 


About 700 delegates to the synod’s 
special session voted to send the 
document to some 5,500 Congrega- 
tional Christian local churches and 
33 Evangelical and Reformed synods 
for ratification. 


In 1957 the Congregational Chris- 
tian General Council and the E&R 
body merged to create the 2,330,000- 
member United Church. 


The constitution must be ratified 
by two-thirds of the Congregational 
churches and of the E&R synods. 
If this is done, the document will be 
declared in effect by the 1961 bien- 
nial regular General Synod of the 
United Church at Philadelphia. 

Following adoption here the 
delegates rose, applauded vigorously 
and sang the Doxology. 

The constitution was acted upon 
after 8% hours of debate in which 
the synod accepted 12 amendments 
—all minor—which changed the 
wording of some phrases, and re- 
jected 22 others. 

Three other church bodies have 
shown interest in possible relation- 
ships with the United Church at 
some future date. These are the 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ); the Council of Community 
Churches; and the United Presbyte- 
rian Church in the U.S.A., which 
itself is a merger of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. and the 
United Presbyterian Church of North 
America. 

Both the E&R and Congregational 
Christian Churches are the results 
of earlier unions. The E&R body 
was formed in 1934 when the Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America and 
the Reformed Church in the US., 
both with similar backgrounds, 
united in this city. The Congrega- 
tionalists were merged with the 
Evangelical Protestant Churches in 
1925, and six years later with the 
Christian Church, a body with roots 
going back to Barton W. Stone. 
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United Church Unity 


CLEVELAND, OHIO—There are in- 
creasing evidences of unity within 
the three-year-old United Church 
of Christ, Dr. James E. Wagner of 
Philadelphia, co-president, told some 
700 delegates to a special session of 
the denomination’s General Synod 
here. 

“We have been privileged to wit- 
ness our oneness being manifest in 
a steadily increasing number and 
variety of ways,” he declared. “Our 
common life has moved forward 
along manifold lines growing out of 
actions taken a year ago.” 

Dr. Wagner cited developments 
such as these to substantiate the 
denomination’s growing unity: 

Former E&R and Congregational 
Christian churches have merged in- 
to one church in at least 11 instances 
across the country. 

Twenty-nine new mission church- 
es have been established as United 
Church missions. 

The “Statement of Faith” adopted 
last year is “enjoying a widening 
use.” The year-old “Call to Chris- 
tian Action in Society” is being 
implemented in “significant areas.” 


The Chur 


ch at Large 


6 he AE SRR OES S 9 ARIS 


Chilean Quake Left 
1,131,150 Homeless 


GENEvA—More than 44 per cent 
of the population—a total of 1,131,- 
550 persons—have been left home- 
less in the ten provinces of southern 
Chile ravaged by earthquakes and 
tidal waves. The death toll is 
estimated at 1,500. 

The figures, representing ap- 
proximately 15 per cent of the total 
Chilean population, are given in 
first reports received by the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva. 

The report estimates more than 
169,000 dwellings in the ten pro- 
vinces have been destroyed or dam- 
aged with losses exceeding 400 mil- 
lion dollars. Damage runs as high 
as 95 per cent in Chiloe, where there 
are 121,600 homeless. In addition 
100 of the 300 Protestant churches 
in the area with full-time pastors 
were destroyed. 

Funds contributed by the world’s 
Protestant and Orthodox churches 
now total $277,231, plus tons of 
food, clothing and medical supplies 
in response to emergency appeals 
from the WCC’s Division of Inter- 
Church Aid. 


BAPTISTS PACK RIO STADIUM 


—RNS PHOTO 


RIO DE JANEIRO—Record crowds packed Rio’s Maracana Stadium for ses- 

sions of the 10th Baptist World Congress. Largest throng, estimated at 

160,000 to 180,000, heard American Evangelist Billy Graham at the closing 

rally. The Congress, sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance, drew about 
12,000 official delegates from 68 countries. 
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Religious Heritage 
Presents Its Awards 


lf 0 


ALL SMILES at the 10th annual 
Washington Pilgrimage of American 
Churchmen, sponsored by the Reli- 
gious Heritage of American, Inc., 
are (left to right): George Cornell, 
religion writer for the Associated 
Press, who received the fifth annual 
Faith and Freedom Award in reli- 
gious journalism; Evangelist Billy 
Graham, who spoke at the meeting; 
Lillian R. Block, managing editor 
of Religious News Service, which 
was presented with an Award of 
Merit for “consistent emphasis on 
our national religious heritage, with 
fairness and accuracy” and for “first 
class reporting’; Mrs. Ruth Young- 
dahl Nelson of Washington, D. C., 
a leader of United Church Women, 
who received the Church Woman of 
the Year Award; and Dr. D. Elton 
Trueblood, noted Quaker author, 
philosopher and professor at Earl- 
ham (Ind.) College, Clergyman of the 
Year. Honored at a separate cere- 
mony as the Lay Churchman of the 
Year was Dr. Thomas A. Dooley, 
founder of jungle hospitals in Laos, 
who is a prominent Roman Catholic 
layman. 


SUNDAY SALES 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States Supreme Court has agreed 
to hear an appeal from five ortho- 
dox Jewish merchants of Philadel- 
phia who contend that enforce- 
ment of Pennsylvania’s law against 
Sunday sales deprives them of reli- 
gious freedom. 

The Philadelphia businessmen, 
who sell clothing and house fur- 
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nishings, keep their places of busi- 
ness closed from sundown Friday 
to sundown Saturday, in observance 
of the Jewish sabbath, but have 
been accustomed to opening their 
stores on Sundays. 


ON DEATH PENALTY 


WINONA LAKE, IND.—Delegates to 
the centenary General Conference 
of the Free Methodist Church here 
voted down by a narrow margin a 
resolution that would have put the 
denomination on record as favoring 
the abolition of capital punishment. 

Dr. Glenn L: Archer of Washing- 
ton, D. C., executive secretary of 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State, told a Conference audience 
of 1,000 that “Roman Catholics who 
demand public taxes for their pri- 
vate ‘institutions assault the Con- 
stitution.” 


OXNAM TRIBUTE 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—An oil por- 
trait of Methodist Bishop G. Brom- 
ley Oxman, and an engraved plaque 
paying tribute to his leadership ijn 
the World Council of Churches, 
have been dedicated in the student 
lounge of American University’s 
School of International Service 
which he helped to found. 

Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council, 
wrote the tribute engraved under 
the portrait. 


CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM—Israel now has 52,000 
Christians in a total population of 
over two million, Rabbi Jacob 
Toledano, Minister of Religious Af- 
fairs, told the Israeli parliament 
here. 

He said a breakdown showed 32,- 
000 Catholics of various Rites, 18,- 
000 Eastern Orthodox and 2,000 
Protestants. 


PASTOR SHORTAGE 


BERLIN—More than one-third of 
the 1,800 pastorates in the Evan- 
gelical Church of Saxony in East 
Germany are vacant, it was dis- 
closed at a meeting of the Church’s 
synod in Magdeburg. 


STATE AID 


VIENNA—An agreement ensuring 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
Austria an annual state grant of 
$4,000,000 for its financial support 
was signed here by representatives 
of the Austrian government and of 
the Vatican. 


PRESS OATH? 


LONDON—A “Hippocratic oath” 
for the British press, similar to that 
of the medical profession, was pro- 
posed here by Dr. Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Every part of the newspaper busi- 
ness, he said, should have for its 
guidance and adherence a standard 
honored by everyone in the field. 


HITS CATHOLICISM 


Kansas City, Kan.—A resolution 
opposing the nomination or election 
of a Roman Catholic as president 
of the United States was adopted 
unanimously by 1,400 delegates to 
the annual meeting of the American 
Baptist Association here. 

It described the Catholic Church 
as “an international _religious- 
political organization whose religious 
and political dogmas and concepts 
are in absolute conflict with our 
United States constitutional concepts 
of separation of Church and State 
and religious freedom.” 


MERGER BLASTED 


MILWAUKEE, WIsS.—A Congrega- 
tional minister violates his oath by 
failing to acquaint his members with 
basic differences of opinion on the 
United Church of Christ, Neil H. 
Swanson said in an open letter to 
fellow churchmen. 

The former pastor of First Con- 
gregational church of Wauwatosa, 
a Milwaukee subsurb, is executive 
secretary of the anti-merger Na- 
tional Association of Congregational 
Christian Churches. Copies of his 
letter were sent to all Congrega- 
tional ministers in the country from 
the association’s headquarters here. 


A FALLING OUT 


VaTICAN CiITy—Evidence of in- 
creased opposition to the Roman 
Catholic Church in Cuba was seen 
here in reports that the Castro 
regime has classified crucifixes, 
rosary beads and other religious 
articles as luxury goods subject to 
heavy taxes. 

The reports also quoted Cuban 
Public Works Minister Espiritu 
Santo Salas as having stated recently 
that all priests must register as 
workers and that they will be con- 
sidered as part of the island’s labor 
force. 
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The Church at Large 


Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church Approves 

e J * * oe 

Anti-Discrimination 

NASHVILLE, TENN.—An anti-dis- 
crimination section was added to a 
statement of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church prior to its adop- 
tion by delegates to the denomina- 
tion’s general assembly here. 

It urged church members to use 
“appropriate means” to eliminate 
intolerance based on nationality, 
class or race. 

“We believe that all men are 
created in the image of God, that 
with respect to creation all men 


are brothers, and that in society 
all have the same fundamental 


rights and_ responsibilities,” the 
statement declared. 
“Therefore,” it continued, “the 


Church shall teach and practice 
these principles; it shall proclaim 
the judgment of God on all condi- 
tions, attitudes, and practices which 
result in intolerance and discrimina- 
tion because of nationality, class 
and race against individuals 
and groups, which deprive them of 
basic rights and responsibilities; and 
it shall urge its members to work 
through appropriate means to re- 
move such evils from society.” 


—Photo by RNS 


LANE ADAMS, a former banker who is now a Presbyterian minister, leads 


J. P. Bright of North Little Rock, 
Ark., one of the delegates speaking 
in favor of the racial section, said 
that the assembly was not “acting 
hastily” in approving it, adding that 
“sometimes the Church drags its 
feet.” 


Another delegate, Neill Hudson of 
Calico Rock, Ark., in opposing the 
section, said it might be interpreted 
by some as a basis for immediate 
integration of the Church. He said 
the denomination was not “ready” 
for that step. 


Bishop Oxnam Honored 


WESTMINSTER, Mp.—Retiring Meth- 
odist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of 
Washington, D. C., received high 
tribute from his fellow churchmen 
as he presided for the last time 
over the annual meeting of the 
Baltimore Methodist Conference 
here. 

Addressing more than 1,000 min- 
isters and laymen, representing 196,- 
000 Methodists in 546 churches, Dr. 
Clarence L. Fossett, superintendent 
of the Baltimore East District, said 
that Bishop Oxnam “to millions is 
known as a world figure, a crusader 
for human rights . . . and the out- 
standing bishop of the Church. 

“We have come to know him as 
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devotions in Miami’s (Fla.) Dade National Bank. With him are bank pres- 
ident Ernest J. Barber (left foreground) and an employee. The bank 
started the project several months ago and news of the devotions are 


getting around, with many other banks making inquiries about how to 
carry on such a program for their employees. 
layman, is the man behind the project. He terms the results in personnel 


and customer relations “amazing.” 
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Mr. Barber, who is a Baptist 


a man with a warm heart,” Dr. 
Fossett observed, “a man who de- 
mands much of those who work 
with him but always more of him- 
self, a man who has insisted that 
each minister placed under his 
jurisdiction be treated with kind- 
ness and justice.” 


@ Harold Cooke Phillips 


To Union Faculty 


New YorK—Dr. Harold Cooke 
Phillips, for 30 years minister of the 
First Baptist Church in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and one of the foremost 
preachers and authors among the 
American Baptists has been ap- 
pointed Brown Visiting Professor of 
Homiletics for the year 1960-61 at 
Union Theological Seminary here. 

Dr. Phillips, a graduate of Deni- 
son University, received an M.A. 
degree from Columbia University 
and his bachelor of divinity degree 
from Union. 

For the last eleven years he has 
been a lecturer in homiletics at the 
Oberlin School of Theology in Ober- 
lin, Ohio. 


Liquor Legislation 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The National 
Temperance League issued an appeal 
to religious and temperance groups 
throughout the nation to unite in 
opposition to a bill in Congress 
which would permit the liquor is- 
dustry to deduct for tax purposes 
money it spends in promoting legis- 
lation favorable to liquor and op- 
posing that sponsored by temperance 
advocates. 

Clayton M. Wallace, executive di- 
rector of the league, warned that 
H. R. 7123, sponsored by Rep. Hale 
Boggs (D.-La.), which would permit 
industry and business groups, gen- 
erally, to deduct as legitimate busi- 
ness expenses money spent influenc- 
ing legislation would confer partic- 
ular benefit on the liquor industry. 


Archaeological Study 


HalIFra, ISRAEL—Twelve American 
underwater archaeological explorers 
arrived here to begin a three-month 
search of the sunken harbor of 
ancient Caesarea and the bottom of 
the Sea of Galilee. 

Heading the expedition is Edwin 
A. Link, explorer and inventor. It 
is sponsored jointly by the Prince- 
ton (N. J.) Theological Seminary 
and the America-Israel Society, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Acting President Is 
Methodist Leader 


Churchman in Korea 


SeEouLt—Korea’s Acting President 
Chung Huh, the foreign minister 
who found himself in the chief ex- 
ecutive’s chair after collapse of 
Syngman Rhee’s government, is a 
mild-mannered Methodist who al- 
ready has won the nation’s general 
approval. 

He is particularly respected for 
his outspoken advocacy of thorough 
political reform, even-handed jus- 
tice and integrity in public office. 

Coming from a_ non-Christian 
family background, Mr. Huh as a 
boy attended a little Christian 
school operated by Australian Pres- 
byterian missionaries, under whose 
influence he was converted to Chris- 
tianity. Later he was baptized in 
the Methodist Church. He and his 
wife now are members of the Ehwa 
University Methodist church in 
Seoul. 

Meanwhile, his role as head of 
state is a transitional one, for he 
reportedly harbors no ambition to 
be President. 


Divinity School Dean 


Cuicaco—Dr. Jerald C. Brauer, 
dean of the _ soon-to-be-dissolved 
Federated Theological Faculty, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, has been named 
dean of the university’s divinity 
school. 

A United Lutheran Church in 
America clergyman, Dr. Brauer, 38, 
succeeds Dr. Walter J. Harrelson. 

Dr. Brauer will remain acting 
dean of the Federated Theological 
Faculty until the 17-year-old federa- 
tion is dissolved, said Dr. Lawrence 
A. Kimpton, university chancellor. 
Target date for the break-up is 
May, 1963, but hope for an earlier 
date has been expressed. 

Besides the University of Chicago 
Divinity School, the federation 
comprises the Chicago Theological 
Seminary (Congregational), Dis- 
ciples Divinity House, and Meadville 
Theological School (Unitarian). 


Catholic Integration 


NEw ORLEANS, LaA.—Archbishop 
Joheph F. Rummel of New Orleans, 
who has denounced racial segrega- 
tion as a sin, said there was no im- 
mediate plan for integrating New 
Orleans Roman Catholic schools. 

The prelate said he gave no in- 
dication to a group of Negro parents 
that Negro students would be ad- 
mitted in September to the new 
Christian Brothers prep school for 
boys in the 6th to 8th grades. The 
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parents had conferred with the 
archbishop and claimed their plea 
to admit “above-average students” 
in the new school had been turned 
down. 

The archdiocesan chancery is- 
sued a statement which said that 
the prelate adhered to his policy 
given out in a newspaper which 
said: “As far as the parochial school 
system is concerned, integration will 
come at the earliest possible op- 
portunity, and definitely that time 
will not be later than when the 
public schools are integrated.” 


Church Deductions 


CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA—Federal 
Treasurer Harold E. Holt, replying 
to a question in the Australian 
parliament, said the government will 
shortly consider proposals to list 
donations toward church construc- 
tion as tax deductible. 

He said the matter of making 
gifts for religious purposes deduct- 
ible items on tax returns had re- 
ceived the “earnest consideration” 
of the government on a number of 
occasions. 

“The proposal that deductions be 
allowed for gifts to finance the 
erection of church buildings will 
again be examined by the govern- 
ment in conjunction with the budget 
which is to be presented later this 
year,” he declared. 


The Church at Large 
Architectural Portent 


New YorkK—Churches will follow 
the lead of the theater in abandon- 
ing the proscenium arch to permit 
services in the round, the United 
Lutheran Church in America’s Com- 
mittee on Church Architecture was 
told here. 


Dr. Joseph A. Sittler, professor 
of systematic theology at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago’s School of Di- 
vinity, based his prediction on the 
premise than a greater understand- 
ing of the Lord’s last Supper will 
demand a different seating arrange- 
ment in churches. 


“As our understanding of the 
Lord’s Supper becomes more pro- 
found,” he said, “our architectural 
arrangements for its administration 
may have to be changed. This may 
mean for our church building a 
more open and available treatment 
of the altar. The free-standing 
altar may then no longer be con- 
sidered un-evangelical or esoteric.” 


Full-time Secretary 


ANDERSON, IND.—The Rev. Charles 
V. Weber of San Diego, Calif., has 
become the first full-time secretary 
of the Executive Council, Church 
of God (Anderson, Ind.), the de- 
nomination’s central 
body. 
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AMONG PARTICIPANTS in dedication ceremonies for the Interchurch 

Center in New York City were these three Protestant leaders (from left): 

Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, St. Louis, president of the National Council of 

Churches; Edmund F. Wagner, New York, president of the center’s board 

of trustees; and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Philadelphia, stated clerk of the 

United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. Dr. Wagner cut a 40-foot 
ribbon officially “opening” the structure. 
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VEN in her dreams, blonde, efficient Elizabeth 

Hill, Illinois farm girl, never fancied that she 
would be spending a part of her adult life as a 
missionary-nurse representing the Disciples of 
Christ in the United Mission Hospital in the little- 
known land of Nepal. 

Yet she directed her life towards the goal of 
working with the small band of dedicated people in 
the United Mission Hospital as surely as though 
she had that end in view. 

Nepal, a small country north of India, located 
in the heart of the Himalaya Mountains, is known 
for its mountain peaks, Everest and Annapurna. 
Until 1950 the tiny nation was completely isolated 
from western civilization. Then came the political 
revolution which threw Nepal open to the outside 
world... 

... and to Dr. Robert Fleming, an ornithologist 
and Methodist missionary, whose visit was destined 
to change Nepal more radically than any other 
white man’s had previously done. 

While hunting for rare birds to send to the 
Chicago Museum of Natural History, Dr. Fleming’s 
observant eyes were shocked by the deplorable 
lack of medical care in which ninety-nine per cent 
of the population existed. 

When he and his wife, Dr. Bethel Fleming, a 
medical doctor, returned to Nepal in 1952, her 
fame preceded her. 

“I was met by some 400 women,” she recalls of 
that first visit. ‘And I began to think that there 
was some kind of an uprising. That is, until I 
learned that they had heard that there was a lady 
doctor coming, bringing medicines and bandages, 


who could cure them of their worms, dysentary 


and much else. 
humble.” 


Their faith made me feel very 


A former palace now houses the 80-bed United 
Missions Hospital in the little-known land of Kath- 
mandu, Nepal. 
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By Dorothy Richard 


They set up a small dispensary in Tansing, but 
the people begged them for a hospital. After a 
meeting of missionaries with government officials, 
a formal invitation was extended by the Nepal 
government to them to open a Christian medical 
mission in 1954. 

Of course, Nepal being Buddhist and Hindu, 
there could be no public preaching. But there are 
no laws against friends talking with each other 
about religion. So both missionaries and nurses 
talk with people about Christianity while they 
wait for treatment in the clinics. 

The Illinois farm girl, Elizabeth Hill, had com- 
pleted her course in nurses’ training at the Men- 
nonite Hospital near Bloomington and taken post- 
graduate work at the Lying-In Hospital in Chicago. 

Having set her heart on following her profession 
among the less privileged people of the world, 
she applied for acceptance as a missionary candi- 
date with the United Christian Missionary Society. 

Following a year’s training in 1936-37 in mis- 
sionary orientation at the Kennedy School of Mis- 
sions, Hartford, Conn., she was ordained a Chris- 
tian minister and commissioned a missionary. 

Then Miss Hill literally set sail on her great 
adventure. The first stop was India, where she 
studied the language and began service at the 
Christian hospital in Mungeli, central India. Later 
she was transferred to the Jackman Memorial 
Hospital in Bilaspur. Here she was assigned to 
teach student nurses. 

After a year’s furlough in the United States, 
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during which she received her bachelor of science 
degree from Illinois Wesleyan University at Bloom- 
ington, she returned for a second tour of duty 
in India. 

This time she was assigned to the interdenomina- 
tional community hospital at Landour, Upper 
Provinces. Here in a hospital with an elevation of 
6,000 feet, in the foothills of the Himalayas, she 
was in charge of the operating and delivery rooms. 

A second furlough, in 1949, found her in Ire- 
land, where she added to her ever-increasing knowl- 
edge by taking obstetrical training at Rotunda 
Hospital in Dublin. And in 1954 she took a 16- 
month course in anesthesiology. 

Finally, in 1955, the year after the Flemings has 
become established in their struggling little thir- 
teen-bed hospital in Kathmandu, Nepal, Elizabeth 
Hill with her well-rounded experience and knowl- 
edge, sailed from New York for Kathmandu to take 
up her share of the work at Shanta Bhawan, a 
former palace, now leased to the United Mission 
for a hospital. 

Serving first as supervisor of the delivery room 
and anesthetics, today she is supervisor of surgery 
at the hospital. 

When Elizabeth Hill first arrived in Nepal she 
found that civilization there is at least a hundred 
years behind our own. The extremely wealthy one 
per cent of the population had their own private 
physicians, but usually went to India for any for- 
seeable surgery. 

The poorer, ninety-nine per cent of the people 
were almost entirely without medical care. More- 
over, for the most part, they were without money 
to pay a doctor. 

The United Mission proved to be heaven-sent 
to this large segment of the population. Here 
they can, if necessary, pay the doctors and nurses 
with bouquets of flowers. 

The women on the staff are almost glad when 
they pop a runner in their hose, because that 
means another stockinette to slide onto a broken 
arm that must have a cast applied. 

Everything is of use to the people in the Mission 
Hospital. 

Medicine samples are more precious than gold 
in this hospital so far away from home. Even the 
torn sheets, that many bundles from western 
friends come sewed in, are put to good use. 

Little children, suffering from a multitude of 
diseases from tuberculosis of the bone to typhoid 






























Audio-Visual Service, UCMS 


MISS ELIZABETH HILL examines an autoclave 
presented by the Disciples of Christ to the United 
Mission Hospital in Nepal. 


fever, enjoy playing with the used Christmas cards 
sent by a thoughtful missionary society member of 
a church in the United States. 

The children’s pleasures must of necessity be 
limited, for in order to be admitted to the hospital 
they have to be seriously ill. One of their much- 
anticipated joys is when two of the hospital’s lab 
boys play their guitars and join these little 
Nepalese in singing well-loved hymns. 

All of the many packaged, dehydrated foods, 
from soups to puddings, so common on our store 
shelves, are almost looked upon as manna from 
heaven by staff members responsible for entertain- 
ing visiting dignitaries. For the staple food of 
Nepal is rice, rice and more rice. 

The hospital, which the Flemings hoped might 
have forty beds by 1961, already has twice that 
number. While another hospital at Bhadgaon, ten 
miles east of Kathmandu, offers twenty beds to the 
many Nepali who so badly need the medical care 
they are now receiving for the first time. 

Operated by ten different churches from various 
countries of the western world, including the Dis- 
ciples of Christ, eight nationalities work here in 
the common cause of bringing Christ and good 
health to the people of Nepal. 

The hospital staff of twelve missionary nurses 
and six doctors cares for about 36,000 out-patients 
a year and about 75 in-patients a day at their 
hospital in Kathmandu and the valley. 

Life in Nepal is “like dropping back into the 
middle ages,” Dr. Robert Fleming, who super- 
vises the hospital, says. “It is extremely prim- 
itive and travel in Nepal is mostly by foot.” 

Then, with a smile, he recalls that the various 
members of his staff have taken occasional walk- 
ing-trip vacations. 

“If they return with the clothes on their backs, 
they are indeed fortunate,” he says. Because their 
fame has preceded them, all the ill and injured 
are brought to the roadside to await the passing 
of the white doctors and nurses with their miracle 
medicines, ointments and bandages. 


Eliizabeth Hill with an Indian friend in Nepal. 
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God Loves His Erring Children 


SS “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Editor 


Scripture: Hosea 11:1-9 


IHHE nine verses of scripture 

which make up our lesson 
text for today are certainly 
among the most beautiful® and 
meaningful in the Old Testament. 
May I suggest that you sit down 
and read them through slowly, 
at least twice and three times, 
preferably? See how picturesque 
the language is, as God com- 
pares himself to a father teach- 
ing his child to walk. See how 
God argues with himself. (Con- 
trast Verse 6 with Verse 9, for 
example.) 

A passage of scripture like 
this one makes one wonder how 
anybody, especially a Christian, 
could continue to say that it is 
the will of God that some people 
should be punished and destroyed. 
Here we see God in literal agony 
because of the sins of his people. 
It seems as if nothing can save 
them. “They are appointed to the 
yoke, and none shall remove it.” 
(Verse 7.) But God’s love is 
overwhelming and he cannot give 
them up. (Verse 8.) 

Having given this general sum- 
mary of the attitudes expressed 
in the text, let us go back and 
look at particular passages in 
more detail. In the childhood 
of Israel, God called them out 
of Egypt. And yet, “the more I 
called them, the more they went 
from me.” (Verse 2.) Immedi- 
ately, we are plunged into the 
pathos of this text. God, through 
the medium of the prophet Hosea, 
is baring his innermost thoughts 
regarding those whom he loved. 

We know how the people were 
worshiping the Baals, gods which 
the people of the land worshiped 
when the Hebrews arrived from 
Egypt. Out of difficulty, they 
now forgot the God who had led 
them through the wilderness, and 
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joined in with the heathen in 
sacrificing before gods which 
they could see. 

The trouble was that the peo- 
ple did not recognize God as 
he expressed his love to them. 
“It was I who taught Ephraim to 
walk,” he says. (Verse 3.) This 
whole paragraph, verses 3 and 4, 
is full of picturesque language 
about the compassion and love 
of God for his people, although 
they did not recognize it. 

The next paragraph, consisting 
of three verses, sounds like the 
old God, merciless in his anger 
toward the people who have re- 
fused to worship him. Here it is 
prophesied that “because they 
have refused to return to me” 
they will be carried off by As- 
syria and also that they will be 
taken into Egypt again. We 


know how they were carried 
away into Babylonian captivity 
later. 

Where once God had eased 
“the yoke on their jaws’ (Verse 
4), now he says that “they are 
appointed to the yoke and none 
shall remove it.” (Verse 7.) 
This is not a God of vengeance 
speaking. It is simply a God 
stating what happens to people 
who desert him. They become 
weak and their enemies can carry 
them away into slavery. 

Just as quickly, the tone 
changes again. This is where 
we begin to see, even more 
clearly, how God loves his erring 
children. If one wanted to com- 
pare God’s love with human 
love, he might say that the first 
four verses of our text indicate 
how loving a person can be until 
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something happens. Then the 
next three verses indicate the 
anger and punishment which 
come to wipe out all the nice 
words which have been spoken. 
But these last two verses are 
something else again. 

In spite of everything, God 
says, “How can I give youup... 
how can I hand you over?” 
(Verse 8.) There is no question 
about their sin. There is no 
question about the weakness 
that comes as a result of it. But 
what they deserve and what God 
does to them are two different 
matters. God loves his people. 
He cannot bear to see them de- 
stroyed like Admah and Zeboiim. 
These places were destroyed like 
the better-known Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 


God’s anger is still “fierce” 
but his compassion is also “warm 
and tender.” Now we are told 
why he will not destroy his peo- 
ple in spite of their sin. It is 
because he is “God and not man.” 
The people, hearing Hosea speak, 
would easily recognize what man 
would do under similar circum- 
stances. They knew what they 
deserved and they knew what 
the results would have been, on 
the human level. But God does 
not live on the human level. 

What makes a prophet prophe- 
tic? Is it because he is a sec- 
retary, writing down the words 
which are dictated to him? Such 
a view seems to ignore two facts. 
One is that the Hebrew text 
sometimes comes to us in a very 
difficult form, as for example, 


Meaning for Today 


1Oas 


HE relationship of God with 

Israel is referred to by George 
Adam Smith as the supreme ro- 
mance of history. Hosea used 
the relationship of husband and 
wife at times and then in equally 
tender situations that of a child 
and his father to illustrate God’s 
inexhaustible love. 

In this text Israel was the child 
that needed to be reminded that 
though she had been chosen by 
God, her vacillation and wander- 
ing were petitions for a catas- 
trophe like that dealt out at 
Admah and Zeboiim. Such a 
fate would bring more agony to 
the heart of God than it would 
pain to Israel. 

Israel’s neighbors possessed 
assets of art, power, and wealth 





B. L. Barnes, recently resigned 
as minister of the Christian Church 
at Affton, Mo., a St. Louis suburb, 
is now Director of Development for 
Christian Theological Seminary, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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by B. L. Barnes 


that made her as nothing by 
comparison. So the first need 
was to recognize that her pre- 
ciousness was in her faithfulness 
of serving God. This was a role 
that called for humility, fidelity, 
and above all the reflection of 
God’s love. 

The story is told of the lad who, 
walking down a street following 
a rain and noticing a rainbow, 
secured the consent of his father 
to run and stand in it. To the 
lad, as he released his father’s 
hand and skipped down the side- 
walk, the rainbow remained ever 
elusive. It seemed to him he was 
never able to stand in it. From 
where the father was looking, 
however, the glory of the rain- 
bow seemed to transfigure the 
child and bring him a new glory. 

There is something akin here 
to our humble efforts when we 
dare to walk in subservience to 
the love of God. The intensity 
of that love would call us toward 


Verse 7 in today’s text. The 
other fact is that such a view 
ignores God’s use of human un- 
derstanding and insight into situ- 
ations. 

Hosea had an understanding 
of the ongoing facts of history. 
God could speak through Hosea 
because Hosea made himself a 
vessel for God’s wisdom. God 
loved his people; the people 
sinned and deserved great pun- 
ishment. Because God is God, 
his heart “recoils” at the thought 
of punishing them as they might 
deserve. Such a love is beyond 
our ability to practice and even 
to understand. But we accept 
it with thankful hearts, and with 
high resolve not to place our- 
selves in the position of deserv- 
ing the wrath of God. 


a cross. We may or may not 
feel we have faithfully attained 
our goal. But that which mat- 
ters is that we are drawn toward 
that Light that transforms us 
in the sight of our Father. 

Christian faith is built on the 
relationship between the human 
soul and God. Its basis is not 
coercion or worthiness but re- 
sponsive love. We are not pup- 
pets bound as though by steel 
bands. Only as we appreciate 
and respond to God’s love does 
our faith become meaningful and 
binding. 

Our failures are of greater 
disappointment to God than to 
us, “for I am God and not man, 
the Holy One in your midst, and 
I will not come to destroy.” (V. 
9) His children may deserve the 
inevitable fruits that come 
through denial and sin, but so 
great is His love He agonizes 
with them in their failures. 

So we are called to remember, 
“His thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord.” 
(Isaiah 55:8) Only as our lives 
endeavor to reflect His great 
love, thus becoming faithful and 
not cause for His continuing suf- 
fering, do we find true stature. 
But such a stature is a pearl of 
great price. 
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Slated in India in 1961 
Delegates to World 
Council Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The board of 
directors of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) has elected the fol- 
lowing delegates to the Third As- 
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches which will meet in New 
Delhi, India, Nov. 18-Dec. 5, 1961: 

A. Dale Fiers, president of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Gaines M. Cook, executive sec- 
retary of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches, Ind- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

Loren E. Lair, executive secretary, 
Iowa Society of Christian Churches, 
Des Moines. 

Al Pennybacker, minister, Cen- 
tral Church, Youngstown, Ohio. 

Irwin Miller, Industrialist, Colum- 
bus, Ind. 

Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward, executive 
secretary, Department” of Latin 
America, United Christian Mission- 
ary Society, Indianapolis, Ind. 

William G. West, minister, First 
Church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Roy G. Ross, general secretary, 
National Council of Churches, New 
York City. 

Also to be appointed is the exec- 
utive secretary of the Council on 
Christian Unity, a vacant post. 

It is expected that other Disciples 
will be named at-large delegates by 
the World Council itself and that 
press representatives will be ac- 
credited. 


Delegate Assembly Is 
Defeated In Oregon 


TURNER, ORE.—In the final busi- 
ness session of the Oregon Chris- 
tian Convention, which met at the 
Memorial Tabernacle here, the as- 
sembly defeated a proposed con- 
stitutional amendment which would 
have established voting upon a dele- 
gate basis and allotted votes to 
congregations according to the num- 
ber of members. 

At present each person who at- 
tends is entitled to one vote if he is 
properly registered. After consider- 
able debate the proposal lost, 324 to 
153. 
Advocates of the amendment said 
that it would make for larger and 
more enjoyable conventions, more 
informed voting, and fair represen- 
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tation of the churches, regardless 
of size or distance from Turner, and 
that it would eliminate the practice 
of “packing” business sessions with 
members of nearby congregations. 


The opponents insisted that those 
who vote upon issues speak only for 
themselves and have no right to 
represent their congregations. 


The Convention, which began on 
June 28 and ended on July 3, drew 
more than 1,700 registrations. The 
main speakers were Dr. Perry E. 
Gresham, president of Bethany Col- 
lege in West Virginia, and Dr. Ard 
Hoven, minister of the Broadway 
Christian Church in Lexington, Ky. 
H. Harold Johnson of The Dalles 
was convention president. 

During the annual meeting of the 
Oregon Christian Missionary Society, 
which occurred on the first after- 
noon of the Convention, Charles 
Addleman, retiring executive sec- 
retary of the Society, was praised 
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Great distances of Texas do not 
always keep people from attending 
the church of their choice. 

The Dick MHenderson family, 
ranchers near Ozona, Texas, make 
regular nearly 200 miles round 
trip, to worship at First Christian 
Church in San Angelo, where James 
L. Christensen is minister, and they 
make the trip in their own private 
plane, of which the young rancher 
is the pilot. 

Pictured are Mr. and Mrs. Chris- 
tensen (left) and daughters Becky 
and Lynda (on the ground) seeing 


Commuting 200 Miles for Worship 


for his twelve years of faithful, pro- 
ductive service. 

The treasurer, David Teeter of 
Portland, revealed that’ giving 
through Society channels had in- 
creased $28,000 over that of the 
previous year, and that the books 
showed a surplus of income over ex- 
penses. 

Announcement was made that the 
Oregon Christian Student Founda- 
tion has merged with the Oregon 
Christian Missionary Society and is 
now known as the Commission of 
Campus Christian Life—Ray S. HE- 
wITT. 


L. Roy Cronkhite Ill 


Decatur, ILL.—L. Roy Cronkhite, 
veteran Illinois pastor residing in 
Niantic, has been hospitalized here. 
He is suffering from a heart at- 
tack and gall bladder disorder.— 
Morris H. PULLIN, General Secre- 
tary, Illinois Disciples of Christ. 
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—Pheto by Dan Cross 
the Hendersons off on a recent re- 
turn trip, with the Henderson chil- 
dren, Diane, Betty and Scott, stand- 
ing on the wing of the plane. 

The San Angelo Church is sub- 
stantially aiding its minister to 
make a trip around the world, in- 
cluding the World Convention in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, the Holy Land 
and mission fields. During his ab- 
sence, Charles E. Hannan, associate 
minister, is leading the congrega- 
tion’s activities and doing the 
preaching. 
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Ordinations 


SEASIDE, OrE—Wesley Allen 
Shultz, a recent graduate of North- 
west Christian College, Eugene, 
Ore., was ordained to the Christian 
ministry here at his home church 
on June 26, 1960. Alger Fitch, ad 
interim minister of the Christian 
Church, Tillamook, Ore., gave the 
ordination message and Wilbur R. 
Hensley, pastor of the church here, 
gave the charge. 


DaLLas, TexaS—Glen Richard 
Dulin was ordained here at Memo- 
rial Christian Church, June 19, 1960. 
Mr. Dulin did his seminary work 
at Vanderbilt, Nashville, Tenn., and 
his college work at Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth. 


HANNIBAL, Mo.—The ordination of 
Howard B. Goodrich was held here 
at First Christian Church June 19, 
1960. Kenneth A. Kuntz, pastor of 
First Church here, gave the ordina- 
tion sermon. Mr. Goodrich will be- 
come the pastor of the Christian 
Church in Dearborn, Mich., next 
month. 


Kansas City, Kan.—Jack Win- 
field Jensen, A.B., University of 
Minnesota, and B.D., Yale Divinity 
School, was ordained June 19, 1960, 
here at Central Christian Church. 
On Sept. 1, 1960, he will become 
chaplain of Colby Junior College, 
New London, N. H., and will teach 
religion and philosophy courses as 
well as serve as dean of the chapel. 


PASADENA, CALIF.—Jim Odell 
Laughrun was ordained to the Chris- 
tian ministry June 12 here at Cen- 
tral Christian Church. A _ recent 
graduate of the Southern California 
School of Theology, he will continue 
his graduate studies at the Univer- 
sity of Southern California and in 
September will join the staff of 
First Christian Church, Whittier, 
Calif., as minister of counseling. 


CANTON, Pa —Richard Rundell 
was ordained into the ministry of 
the Christian Church at First 
Church of Christ here on May 29, 
1960. A graduate of Lynchburg 
College, Lynchburg, Va., he received 
the B.D. degree recently from Hart- 
ford (Conn.) Seminary. On July 1 
he began his new duties as min- 
ister of education at First Church, 
Wilson, N. C. 


NorTH PLATTE, NeB.—First Chris- 
tian Church held an _ ordination 
service here, June 5, for Richard 
N. Duckworth who recently received 
his B.D. degree from The Graduate 
Seminary, Enid, Okla. On July 1, 
he began to serve as pastor of 
First Church, Osborne, Kansas. 
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Tacoma, WasH.—Ordination serv- 
ice for Donald Reeder Fulton was 
held here June 26, 1960, at First 
Christian Church. The sermon was 
preached by Professor William 
Richardson, Northwest Christian 
College, Eugene, Ore. Mr. Fulton’s 
father, Harry Fulton, gave the or- 
dination prayer. 


DALLAS, TeExaS—Rex Mix, youth 
director of Central Christian Church 
here, was ordained to the Christian 
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parents both participated in the 
service. His father is pastor of First 
Christian Church, Gainesville, Texas. 
Mix is a student at Brite College of 
the Bible, Fort Worth, Tex. 


BILLINGS, OKLA.—The ordination 
of James W. Lambert was conducted 
here at First Christian Church, May 
15, 1960. He completed his work 
in The Graduate Seminary, Enid, 
Okla., this summer and will begin 
Sept. 1 as associate minister at 
Bethany Christian Church, Houston, 





ministry, June 5, 1960. Mr. Mix’s Texas. 


NEW BOOKS 


THE LIFE AND TEACHING OF JESUS 


By Epwarp W. Bauman. This “Life of Christ” for the layman 
is based on the widely hailed television programs that made up 
the first fully accredited college course in religion given over 
commercial TV facilities. This printed version is notable for its 
reverence, honesty, and dramatic power. $3.95 


FROM THE 


GOD’S UNFOLDING PURPOSE 

A Guide to the Study of the Bible 

By Suzanne De Dietricu. Translated by Robert McAfee Brown. 
With almost apostolic fervor, the noted French theologian has 


written a dynamic devotional study which cuts across all de- 
nominational lines. $4.50 


ESI MINSTER 


THE LIFE AND THOUGHT OF 

KIERKEGAARD FOR EVERYMAN 

By Joun A. Gates. Kierkegaard has been called the greatest 
single influence on Western religious thought in the 20th cen- 
tury. This provocative biography makes his philosophy crystal 
clear to contemporary Americans. $3.75 


PRESS 


RETARDED CHILDREN: GOD’S CHILDREN 


By Sicurp D. Petersen. The author is psychiatric chaplain at 
the Parsons, Kansas, State Hospital and Training Center. This 
book shows what can be done by both clergy and parents to 
minister to the specific spiritual needs of retarded children. $3.00 


Now at your bookstore, THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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THIS NEW PARSONAGE of First Christian Church, Bentonville, Ark., was 

recently completed. The ranch-style home has 1 650 square feet of floor 

space and includes a study, living room, family room, kitchen, utility room, 
two baths and three bedrooms. Jack H. C. Clark is the pastor. 





FOUNDERS RETURN TO CELEBRATE 
DEDICATION—A group of the first mem- 
bers of the Pershing Drive Christian Church, 
Washington, D. C., area, were honored 
guests at the dedication of the new church 
building. Among those present were (front 
row from left): Mrs. J. W. Carroll, Mrs. 
E. E. Naylor and Mrs. T. D. Sowers; (rear 
row from left): J. W. Carroll, E. E. Naylor, 
T. D. Sowers and S. C. Sutton. 


ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, GEORGIA— 
Disciple Chaplain (Colonel) and Mrs. Floyd 
S. Smith at Robins AFB are shown with 
some of the souvenirs of their trip to the 
Holy Land, a wood carving of the Last Sup- 
per, and a small vial of water from the 
Jordan River. This is Chaplain Smith’s 
second tour of duty as chaplain of the 14th 
Flying Tiger Air Force. He has just re- 
turned from a tour of duty as staff chap- 
lain of the Third Air Force in London. 
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—Photo by Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board 


J. LELAND GOURLEY, executive as- 
sistant to the governor of Okla- 
homa, J. Howard Edmondson, has 
been named as president of the 
Oklahoma Christian Men’s Fellow- 
ship. A newspaper man by profes- 
soin, Gourley was for many years 
church school superintendent at 
First Christian Church, Henryetta, 
Okla. His newspaper, “The Free- 
Lance,” has won the sweepstakes 
award as the best, all-round, non- 
metropolitan daily mewspaper in 
Oklahoma, six out of the past seven 
years. 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN THE 
MINISTRY was observed in honor 
of Robert M. Hall, pastor of First 
Christian Church, Macomb, Ill. 
Among the gifts received were 100 
silver dollars from Mrs. Eugene 
Smith (center), president of the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hall plan to attend the 
World Convention in Scotland and 
tour Europe and the Holy Land this 
summer. 





GEORGE KEMP (right), a pre-min- 
isterial student at Eureka College, 
Eureka, Ill., is congratulated by T. 
W. Israel, Harmony class project 
chairman of Central Christian 


Church, Decatur, Ill. Mr. Kemp re- 
ceived the $500 student aid fund 
provided by the church school class 
as an annual project to assist de- 
serving students to attend church- 
affiliated colleges or seminaries. 


SEVENTEEN-VOICE JUNIOR CHOIR 
of the Christian Church, Clearfield, 
Ia., furnishes special music at about 
half of the regular morning worship 
services and also provides music for 
other church and community occa- 
sions. In the picture &re: (far left) 
Mrs. Norma Jean Huffman, accom- 
panist; O. I. Mendenhall, minister; 
and (far right) Mrs. Ruth Juergens, 
director. 


EDWARD E. RUSSELL, minister of 
St. Charles Avenue Christian 
Church, New Orleans, La., and Mrs. 
Russell conferred in Indianapolis, 
recently with William T. Pearcy 
(center), president of the Board of 
Church Extension, regarding finan- 
cial assistance for the St. Charles 
sponsored West Side Christian 
Church. The new West Side Church 
is the latest of three New Orleans’ 
congregations which came into ex- 
istence through the efforts of the 
St. Charles congregation, including 
Gentilly and Jefferson Avenue 
churches. 
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Church Observes 
100th Anniversary 


GrrarD, ILL.—First Christian 
Church here observed its 100th an- 
niversary with special services July 
13-17. 

Dr. Lin Cartwright, editor emeri- 
tus of The Christian-Evangelist, 
spoke at an old-fashioned prayer 
meeting on July 13. 

A church fellowship supper was 
held on July 14 and a pageant of 
the church’s history was presented 
at the high school gymnasium on 
July 15. 

On July 17 an afternoon service 
was held with Charles E. Dietze, 
vice-president of The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., as the 
speaker. 

H. E. Tackett is pastor of First 
Church here. 


Dr. Hayes Farish Dies 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Dr. Hayes Far- 
ish, 73, ad interim minister at Cas- 
tlewood Christian Church, died at 
his home here June 20. Death was 
attributed to a heart attack. 


He served as pastor of Woodland 
Church here for 35 years, retiring 
from the active ministry in Decem- 
ber, 1956. 


Active in many phases of church 
and community life, he served in 
numerous positions including U.S. 
Army chaplain during World War 
II, president of Christmount As- 
sembly, president of the Kentucky 
Convention of Christian Churches, 
Kentucky Council of Churches and 
was a member of the Cleveland 
Council that merged to form the 
National Council of Churches in the 
United States. 


Survivors include his widow Mrs. 
Artie Lynne Snyder Farish; and a 
sister, Mrs. Ada Clemons, Newtown 
Square, Pa. 





Dr. Hayes Farish 
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Landolts Say Their 
Wedding Vows Again 


MOBERLY, Mo.—Mr. and Mrs. Ar- 
thur E. Landolt repeated their wed- 
ding vows recently here at Central 
Christian Church when the Chris- 
tian Women’s Fellowship honored 
the couple on their silver wedding 
anniversary and their 25 years in 
the ministry. 

C. E. Lemmon, minister of First 
Church, Columbia, Mo., read the re- 
dedication service. 


Weekday Classes 
For Pre-School Children 


HouSsTON, TEx.—The Spring 
Branch Christian Church here has 
initiated plans for a school for 
three- and four-year-old children. 
The three-year-olds will attend two 
mornings a week and the four-year- 
olds will attend three days a week. 

Mrs. Jacque Laskey, a member of 
the church and a graduate of Butler 
University, Indianapolis, Ind., has 
been named teacher of the school. 
Charles H. Brown is pastor of the 
church, 

Objects of the school are: (1) To 
provide- special Christian teaching 
and activity for young children; 
(2) To work with parents toward 
developing Christian homes; (3) To 
make available this service of Chris- 
tian education to the community; 
and (4) To be a means of evange- 
listic outreach for the church.— 
GAYLE HArrIS 


90th Anniversary 


LaTHRoP, Mo.—First Christian 
Church here celebrated the congre- 
gation’s 90th birthday June 19. 

Eugene Moore, associate general 
secretary of the Missouri Associa- 
tion of Christian Churches, was the 
guest speaker for the occasion. 

At the morning worship service, 
the minister, John D. Buck, spoke 
on the subject, ‘‘Enchanted 
Ground.” 


New Building Named 


PHOENIX, ArIz.—Capitol Christian 
Church dedicated Hedges Memorial 
Fellowship Hall here on May 15. 

W. H. Hedges, founding pastor 
and for 25 years minister of the 
church, returned for the occasion. 
He spoke on the subject, “A Pro- 
claiming Church.” 

Now 82 years old, he lives with 
his wife in Long Beach, Calif., 
preaching occasionally. 








Successful Drive for 
Building Fund Goal 


GRAND Rapips, Mico.—Cascade 
Christian Church here recently com- 
pleted a building fund drive with 
over $75,000 received in cash and 
three-year pledges. 

Organized in 1864, the congrega- 
tion until recent years was rural 
in character. However, a recent 
suburban development has brought 
an increased program of service and 
an enlarged membership of 367 
members. 

The church has purchased adjoin- 
ing property for a new sanctuary 
location. The old white frame 
church will be retained as a chapel. 
An education unit was erected in 
1957. 

Raymond Gaylor is the minister. 


100 Years for 
Kansas Church 


BURLINGTON, KaN.—The Christian 
Church here celebrated its 100th 
anniversary on June 26. 

Drexell G. von Foreil, pastor of 
the Christian Church in Humboldt, 
Neb., and a former minister of the 
church here, was the special 
speaker at the morning preaching 
service. 

Hugh Armstrong, pastor of the 
Christian Church in Lincoln, Kan., 
was the afternoon speaker. 

Joe W. Tempfer is minister of the 
church here. 


New Church School 
Class Is Organized 


Harvey, Itt.—The “Merry Mates” 
church school class of First Chris- 
tian Church here, organized last 
January, meets in the city council 
chambers because of overcrowded 
conditions in the church school. 

C. Oral Lowe, pastor, is teacher 
of the class. Fourteen members of 
the class recently united with the 
church. 

A 26-year church school attend- 
ance record was set on Easter. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


“Love: The Issue.” By Charles Burnell Olds. The 
Christopher Publishing House. 229 pages. $3. 

“How to Get Along With People in the Church.” 
By A. Donald Bell. Zondervan Publishing House. 159 
pages. $2.50 

. ."" By LeRoy and Marie Kutz, The 
Christian Education Press. 54 pages. $1. (Paper). 
“Faith and Learning.” By Alexander Miller. As- 
sociation Press. 219 pages. $3.50. 

“The Life and Teaching of Jesus." Edward W. Bau- 
man. The Westminster 240 pages. $3.95. 

“Retarded Children: God’s Children.” By Sigurd 
D. Petersen. The Westminster Press. 156 pages. $3. 
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At Yale Divinity School 


Harry Baker Adams Is 
Teacher of Preaching 


NEw HaAvEN, CONN.—Harry Baker 
Adams has been appointed as 
Teacher of Preaching at Yale Di- 
vinity School here. 


Professor Adams is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hampton Adams, New 
York City, where Dr. Adams is pas- 
tor of Park Avenue Christian 
Church. 


The newly appointed teacher suc- 
ceeds Professor Brown Barr, who 
held the position since the retire- 
ment of Professor Halford E. Luc- 
cock. 

A pilot in the U.S. Army Air Force 
during World War II, Professor 
Adams graduated from Yale Col- 
lege, as Phi Beta Kappa, and also 
from the Divinity School. He is the 
only graduate of Yale on the fac- 
ulty of the divinity school. 


New Professors 
At Culver-Stockton 


CANTON, Mo.—President Fred 
Helsabeck has announced the ap- 
pointment of four to the Culver- 
Stockton College faculty, beginning 
here with the fall term. 

Loren K. Freeman, Alton, IIl., will 
be professor of biology, replacing 
J. L. Church, who has resigned to 
enroll in medical school. Dr. Free- 
man is a graduate of Washington 
University in St. Louis and received 
his Ed.D. degree from Oklahoma 
State University. 

Russell Grow will be returning to 
the Culver-Stockton campus after 
two years absence during which he 
served the Christian Freedoms 
Foundation in New York. Dr. Grow, 
who will be professor of economics 
and education, has the Ph.D. degree 
from the University of Nebraska 
and is a former president of Mc- 
Kendree College. 

Richard A. Lindsey will become 
associate professor of social science. 
He is a graduate of Indiana State 
Teachers College and is completing 
work toward an Ed.D. degree at 
Peabody College in Nashville, Tenn. 

Mrs. Carolyn B. Hopkins, Hanni- 
bal, Mo., has been named assistant 
professor of music to replace James 
L. Patty, who has been granted a 
leave of absence to complete his 
doctor’s degree at Northwestern 
University. 
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Harry Baker Adams 


Phillips University 
Honors Personnel 


At Annual Dinner 


ENID, OKLA.—Three gifts for dis- 
tinguished service and nine pins for 
periods of service were awarded to 


members of faculty and staff here 
at Phillips University June 2 at the 
annual faculty-staff recognition din- 
ner. 

Dr. J. Clifford Shirley was given 
a clock-radio and cash gift by mem- 
bers of the arts and science faculty 
upon the occasion of his retirement 
as dean of this division. He will 
remain on the faculty. Dr. Shirley 
has spent 44 years in service of the 
university. 

Miss Anne Stewart, received a 
camera and attachments set from 
faculty friends as she retires from 
teaching English here to accept post 
as teacher in a girls school in 
Turkey. 

Staff friends and faculty gave C. 
C. Briggs a wrist watch and a 
bound volume of farewell letters as 
he retires as church relations direc- 
tion for Kansas, Colorado, and Wyo- 
ming to move to Bakersfield, Calif. 

Gold pins for ten years of service 
were received by Prof. Domer 
Dougherty, science; Mrs. Irene Sul- 
livan, library; Gerard Taylor, field 
representative, and in absentia, to 
Professor Edward Jorden, psychol- 
ogy. 

Gold pins set with pearl for 15 
years’ service were awarded Prof. 
Ira G. Morrison, speech; Mrs. Ger- 
ard Taylor, admissions director; and 
Dr. Cecil Williams, head of zoology 
department. 

Gold pin set with emerald was 
awarded Dr. Milburn E. Carey, di- 
rector, school of fine arts, for 25 
years’ service. 





Dr. J. Clifford Shirley (left), dean of liberal arts; Miss Anne Stewart, pro- 
fessor of English; and C. C. Briggs, church relations director, receive awards 
at faculty-staff recognition dinner at Phillips University. 
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Obituaries 


Calvin Denton Lindley, M.D. 


Dr. Calvin Denton Lindley passed away in Crystal 
City, Texas, following a 24-day period of hospitaliza- 
tion. Dr. Lindley was bor at DeLeon, Texzs, Dec. 
10, 1878. He was a member of the Christian 
Church fer more than sixty years and had been a 
practicing physician in Texas for a similar period of 
time. Following twenty years’ practice in Archer 
County, he had practiced at Carrizo Springs since 1927. 
He was a member of the Texas Medical Association, the 
American Medical Association, was cited by the United 
States Government for meritorious service during the 
Second World War, 


In addition to his wife, Elnorna Leslie Lindley, he 





is survived by two sons, Dr. D. Ray Lindley of Texas 

Christian University, Dr. Harold Lindley, physician, 

Pecos, Texas; one daughter, Mrs. Jewell Hamrick, 

ove Texas; six grandchildren and five great-grand- 
ren. . 


John W. Neasom 


John W. Neasom, 78, of California, Pa., died in 
Washington, Pa., May 6. He was a member of the First 
Christian Church for over 55 years. Born October 13, 
1881, in Coal Center, Pa., he was a son of John E. 
and Caroline Beird Neasom. Mr. Neasom was employed 
by Vesta No. 4 of Jon:s and Laughlin Steel Corp. until 
his retirement in 1950. Surviving are his wife, Elsie 
— Neasom; two daughters; one brother; and four 
sisters. 





E. E. Watson 


Everett Earl Watson, 62, pastor of First Christian 
Church, Bristow, Okla., died May 13 after a few 
hours’ illness. Graveside rites and burial were at 
Sedan, Kan. Born at Sedan, he had been a minister 
for 25 years, serving at Bonner Springs, Kan., Broken 
Bow, Okla. Marietta, Okla, Davis, Okla.. Tuttle, 
Okla., Grady, Okla., Hooker, Okla., Potwin, Kan. He 
came to Bristow from a pastorate with First Christian 
Church, Atwood, Kan. 


Survivors include his wife, Anna; a son, Dr. Earl Frank- 
lin Watson Fort Worth, Texas; two daughters, Faye 
Clark, Hooker, Okla., and Mrs. J. E. Quinn, Bronte, 
Tex.; four sisters, Mrs. Mrytle Briggs and Mrs. Rosa 
Wolfe, both of Sedan, Mrs. Alta McGlasson, Moline, 
Kan., and Mrs. Margaret McCloud, Canon City, Colo.; 
two brothers, Ray Watson, Garden Grove, Calif., and 
George Watson, Jenks, Okla. 


Bethany Graded Youth Curriculum 


FALL QUARTER 


VOLUME 12 — PART 4 


‘Adventure In Faith’ 


What could be a more significant 
way to begin the final volume of 
courses in the Bethany Graded 
Youth Curriculum than a survey 
study of the basic Christian faith. 
The reading book is an objective, 
frank discussion of important 
aspects of God, Jesus, the 
church, man and worship. The 
teacher's book and classbook 
help the students investigate 
their own personal faith and 
arrive at some conclusions of 
their own so that they may artic- 
ulate their beliefs. Available for 
fall quarter, 1960. 


PUPIL’S BOOK, 144 pages, for 
home reading $ .75 


TEACHER'S BOOK, 128 pages of 
lesson plans, helps and sug- 
gestions plus the pupil's book 
$1.00 


PUPIL’S CLASSBOOK, 32 pages of 
in-class activities include Scrip- 
ture references to look up and 
report on. Important aspects 
of God, Jesus, the church, man 
and worship are considered 
from various viewpoints. $ .25 





Order Returnable Examination Copies from 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION — Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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Garfield Todd Speaks 
At Symposium Dealing 
With South Africans 


WELLESLEY, Mass.—In a sympo- 
sium on Africa held here at Welles- 
ley College, the Hon. Garfield Todd, 
a Disciple and former prime minis- 
ter of Southern Rhodesia discussed 
the situation in the Union of South 
Africa with these words: 

“An American citizen introduced 
us to Africa when we first arrived 
in Bulawayo from New Zealand. 
‘Don’t make the mistake of think- 
ing that the people here can’t reach 
any standards you can set,’ he ad- 
vised. ‘Give them of your best and 
believe in them. They won’t let 
you down.’ 

“For more than 25 years my wife 
and I have endeavoured to follow 
that advice and we have found it 
dependable. For those who do not 
know Africa, may I repeat it in 
other words. There are differences 
of colour and appearance, differ- 
ences of custom, but if we wish to 
generalise, we will make fewer mis- 
takes if we say that there are no 
differences at all between us. We 
are all members of the great family 
of men, of one blood, and within us 
we have that divine spark that 
lights the hearts of all men. 


“It was no more remarkable for 
Jefferson to say that men had the 
right to ‘life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness’ than it is for men 
in Africa to band themselves to- 
gether to express this compelling 
belief in demands and actions... . 

“This is the jubilee year for the 
Union of South Africa; it will be 
a jubilee for whites only, but not 
even for all whites. It is a year of 
mourning for people of other races, 
for the Nationalist Government has 
taken away what meagre repre- 
sentation they had in the manage- 
ment of the country’s affairs. The 
doctrine of separateness has been 
pushed to its limits and whites are 
separated from the Bantu. What 
are the political imperatives which 
have motivated people in the Union 
of South Africa since independ- 
ence? Antagonism and policies of 
racial supremacy, feelings of deep 
hurt and hatreds. 


“The great majority of white peo- 
ple there believe in separation. The 
Afrikaaner people hold that they 
are a special nation called into be- 
ing by God. They are a nation of 
the Bible; but greatly influenced by 
Old Testament doctrines. The fact 
that at this late stage in history 
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their nation has been formed is held 
to have a special, a divine signifi- 
cance. Following upon this, it is 
argued that God must have had a 
special purpose in His work and 
that it is the duty of the Afrikaaner 
nation to fulfill His purpose. 


“To do this, however, the people 
must keep the race pure—and so 
the argument proceeds. Once you 
have accepted the fundamental 
premises the argument advances, 
with some logic and branches out 
into the responsibility of whites for 
blacks, and the need to ensure that 
equal, though separate, ways of de- 
velopment are provided. 

“Today the talk is of the estab- 
lishment of black states called Ban- 
tustans. Here will be concentrated 
millions of African people who will 
discuss together the injustices which 
they suffer; here their numbers will 
continue to grow and with each 
menacing year the threat to white 
domination will increase. There is 
no future for democracy under such 
conditions. There is no knowing 
what the future will bring nor how 
long superior force can withhold 
from eight millions of people the 
free pursuit of life, liberty and hap- 
piness. 

“The free peoples of the world 
must work to ensure that freedom, 
liberty and opportunity be made 
the heritage of all men. We, who 
believe in democracy, cannot evade 
our responsibility, for liberty is 
threatened in America when it is 
denied in Africa; peace is in jeop- 
ardy when the minds of men are 
at war.”—The New Zealand Chris- 
tian. 





Brotherhood News 


New Church Established 
In Beaufort, S. C., Area 


BEAvuForRT, S. C.—At the request 
of 40 Christian Church members in 
this community, the New Church 
Development Committee, John B. 
White, minister at Greenville, S. C., 
and Arthur J. Russell, secretary-di- 
rector for the Christian Churches 
of this state, are leading in form- 
ing a new Christian Church (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) congregation in 
this city. 

Charter services were held on 
May 15, 1960, when 40 people signed 
the charter roll. Forty-seven at- 
tended the church school and the 
offering for the day was $160.00. 

Many military families are lo- 
cated in this area. The Paris Island 
Marine Base, the naval hospital and 
the Beaufort Marine Air Base help 
to make some 20,000 people in the 
community. 

The new congregation is meeting 
in the Community Center at Laurel 
Bay, S. C., a completely military 
capehart type housing village where 
some 5,000 people live. Plans are 
for there to be 7,000 more people in 
the Laurel Bay community, only 
seven miles from downtown Beau- 
fort. 

Chaplain Lex M. Davis, a Chris- 
tian Church minister stationed at 
the Beaufort Marine Air Base and 
a resident of Laurel Bay, along with 
Mr. Russell, will preach for the new 
congregation until a full-time min- 
ister is called. 





CHARTER MEMBERS of the new Christian Church recently established at 


Beaufort, S. C. 


New officers of the congregation include: 


Mrs. Eddie 


Brooks, secretary; Lehmon Hollingsworth, treasurer; and Wallace Deel, 
chairman. Arthur J. Russell (far right), state secretary, preached for the 
charter service. 
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EW laymen realize the part they 

play in the effectiveness of the 
pastor’s sermon on Sunday morn- 
ing. Indeed the mood and spiritual 
depth of the entire service is often 
influenced by a layman who would 
not intentionally disturb the pastor 
or the service. 

Most ministers like to go to the 
study for a period of quietness and 
prayer before entering the pulpit. 
They like to review the main points 
in the sermon and ask God’s bless- 
ing on the servant and the service. 
They like to go from such a period 
of meditation directly to the pulpit, 
and with the waiting congregation, 
be ready for the service of worship. 

Unless the study is near the pul- 
pit there is apt to be an interrup- 
tion, or perhaps a disturbing mes- 
sage is given him as he enters the 
chancel. Sometimes it is the jovial 
laughter of deacons who are hav- 
ing their last cigarette before serv- 
ing the communion. Sometimes it 
is a whispered confidential word 
about a problem that has “taken a 
turn for the worse.” Sometimes it 
is an awareness of the lack of rev- 
erence on the part of those who 
are visiting in the sanctuary dur- 
ing the morning prelude. Some- 
times it is a breathless choir mem- 
ber, rushing toward the assembled 
choir, lest the singers go on with- 
out him—or her. 

No one intends to be rude or to 
disturb the service, but the fact is 
that in some churches it takes the 
first fifteen or twenty minutes just 
to establish an atmosphere of rev- 
erence, dignity and worship. These 
disturbances are unintentional but 
they are none the less real. 

Even during the service there 
may be acts of worship which de- 
tract from real worship. How diffi- 
cult it is for a congregation to hear 
a sermon on a high level of inspira- 
tion after a poorly sung solo or an 
off-key choir number. The diffi- 
culty extends likewise to the pastor 
who has difficulty getting attention. 

Will the day soon arrive when all 
classes of the church school dismiss 
with prayer and a reminder to go 
quietly to the sanctuary, or when 
elders and deacons will gather for 
prayer then go quietly to the back 





Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life for The 
nited Christian Missionary Society. 


JULY 31, 1960 


TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 
by Samuel F. Pugh 


Your Pastor’s Sunday Morning— 
and Yours 


row of pews for the service, and 
when all worshipers will go quietly 
to their seats, bow in prayer and 
be ready when the service starts? 
Will the day soon come when we 
will be ready and receptive as we 
enter the house of the Lord for the 
finest hour of the entire week? 

Reverence is an individual re- 
sponsibility, and when it is brought 
about by a whole congregation of 
individual worshipers there is no 
limit to the power of the minister’s 
message or the people’s response to 
it. 

Let us remember—all of us. 


Church Peace Seminar 
In California Church 


ConcorD, CALiIF.—The ‘‘Global 
Worry Clinic” which has been in 
session since the U-2 incident and 
the apparent failure of the Summit 
Conference, prompted the Christian 
Action and Community Service 
Committee of the First Christian 
Church here to hold a Peace Semi- 
nar May 29. 

Following healthy discussion and 
a presentation of the problem by 
Robert Grinstead, a chemical engi- 
neer and member of the Council of 
Churches’ committee on social ac- 
tion, an “opinion scale” on disarma- 
ment was taken. 

A plurality of those participating 
in the polling recommended that, 
“We should recognize that nations 
can no longer be allowed to solve 
their conflicts by war and give the 
U.N. the responsibility and the 
power to supervise and enforce 
under law the complete disarma- 
ment of all nations down to internal 
policing levels.” 

Two people held that, “we must 
maintain our military power until 
Russia gives evidence by acts rather 
than words of her sincerity in ad- 
vocating peace and disarmament.” 
Four people expressed the belief 
that, we should repent of our past 
misdeeds, give up our arms and 
devote our resources to the welfare 
of the poor and dispossesed two- 
thirds of the world’s people. 

By common consent of those pres- 
ent, it was agreed that the thinking 
of the Seminar group should be re- 
ported to Henry Cabot Lodge, U. S. 
representative to the United Na- 
tions.—Bruce L. JONES, pastor. 


Plans and Reports 
Concerning Internal 
Unity Consultation 


WicuiTa, KaN.—Ting Champie, 
minister of University Place Chris- 
tian Church, Enid, Okla., chairman 
of the Continuation Committee of 
the Second Annual Consultation on 
Internal Unity held here last Feb- 
ruary, has announced dates for the 
Third Consultation. It will be held 
in West Side Christian Church here, 
Feb. 7-9, 1961. 


At the same time the continua- 
tion committee released the sum- 
mary of the last meeting. The eval- 
uation closed with the following 
points: 


“1. There is still an overwhelming 
desire for a single brotherhood to 
represent all the divergent points of 
view among those who have emerged 
from the Restoration heritage. More- 
over, there is hope that it can and 
will be achieved in our generation. 
There is determination on the part 
of many, both cooperative and in- 
dependent, to work for such brother- 
hood harmony. These conscientious 
Christians will not be swayed into 
any party which will cut them off 
from fellowship with their brethren. 

“2. There is an increasing aware- 
ness of the fact the issues are 
doctrinal, centering in different con- 
cepts of the nature of the Church. 
One line of thought considers the 
organizational structure essential 
to the unity and progress of the 
Church in its mission. Another 
viewpoint holds that the nature of 
the church is to be found in the 
personal union of each individual 
with Christ, by which he ceases to 
be merely an individual but be- 
comes a partner with all who are 
thus in union with the Saviour. 
The terms of church membership are 
equated with those of salvation and 
become of paramount importance 
to those of the latter position. 

“3. This seems to sharpen the is- 
sue. One group among us would 
contend that we cannot have one 
brotherhood with two _ separate 
methods of missionary selection and 
support. The other group would 
contend that we cannot have one 
brotherhood with two separate bases 
of local church membership. 

“4. The continuation committee 
is composed of representatives of 
both viewpoints as well as those who 
are trying to avoid classification 
with either exclusively. As long as 
we can continue these consultations 
and make some progress each time, 
there is hope for victory in a united 
brotherhood.” 
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Athletic Christian 


When asked why he chose coach- 
ing as a career Richard Farries 
Vaughan, who had been coaching 
Princeton University’s hockey teams 
since 1935, replied: “I chose coach- 
ing because I believed that I can 
contribute to the idealistic develop- 
ment of the boy, individually and 
collectively . .. that he will be a 
better man for having worked with 
me. Such is the over-all framework, 
but it must be filled in with mas- 
tery of detail, teaching and infinite 
patience.” 

This Christian attitude toward 

athletics has guided the fifty-year- 
old Vaughan all through his cham- 
pionship-getting career. Formerly 
president of the American Hockey 
Coaches’ Association and chairman 
of the United States Olympic Ice 
Hockey Committee, Vaughan has 
made his Christian concepts felt in 
top athletic circles. He has been 
closely associated with intercollegi- 
ate and interscholastic sport since 
graduating from Yale in 1928 where 
he captained Yale’s varsity hockey 
and baseball teams in his senior 
year. 
In 1954 he guided Princeton’s 150- 
pound football team to the cham- 
pionship of the Eastern Ivy League. 
In the past he has turned out out- 
standing baseball and football teams 
on both the freshman and junior 
varsity levels. 

Still this coach of champions, 
whose teams have won so con- 
sistently, has never lost sight of the 
true values. Coach Vaughan says: 
“Athletic achievement must not be 
thought of in terms of winning and 
losing—such are only the byprod- 
ucts. A coach must subscribe to the 
belief that the greatest value lies 
in seeing and helping anyone, re- 
gardless of talent, to produce to the 
best of his ability.” In other words, 
Vaughan has adopted the parable 
of the talents to the athletic field. 
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Vaughan also looks out “for the 
least of these” for he goes on to 
say: “A coach may go all his life 
and never work with a top-notch 
athlete. His work is to take a po- 
tential, no matter how small, and 
help to make it as complete and 
actual as possible.” 

The Christian principle of “shar- 
ing” is as much a part of Vaughan’s 
makeup as goal posts are to a grid- 
iron, for Vaughan expresses these 
views on coaching: “A coach must 
be willing to live in a fish bowl. 
Then too he must want to acquire a 
complete technical knowledge of 
the sport and a willingness to grow 
in that knowledge so that he will 
have the ability to share the best 
effort that is in him with the 
players.” 

Vaughan’s sharing goes on and 
on for he says: “I went into coach- 
ing in a firm belief that I had some- 
thing to contribute to the boys’ 
progress in developing into poised 
and confident men. Therefore I 
have always tried to share with my 
boys, an idealistic type of philoso- 
phy .. . an optimistic point of 
view.” 

“Love one another’ is also a basic 
part of Vaughan’s coaching philoso- 
phy. He admits “a deep interest in 
individual boys as well as in team 
objectives.” He states too that a 
good coach “must forget about 
money ... and get his major re- 
wards in the values of close friend- 
ship and achievement.” 


Rising above petty criticism, tak- 
ing the bitter with the sweet, al- 
ways willing to work hard, loving 
sports and following his compelling 
desire to coach them, mastering de- 
tails of the job, sharing his long- 
time-to-acquire know-how in pa- 
tient teaching, Vaughan well de- 
serves his title of “Athletic Chris- 
tian.” 





Split Personality 


I go to church each Sunday 
morn 
And listen quite content, 
Until my mind goes home to 
cook 
And leaves me to repent. 


—THELMA PAYNE 
WAGGONER 


Travel 


Every year it takes less 
time to fly across the Atlantic 
and more time to drive to the 
office. 

—QUOTE 


The theory of gardening 
isn’t so tough—it’s getting 
down to earth that hurts. 


The man who likes to 
shoulder his responsibilities 
never has room for a chip. 
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Meditations 


Beneath the Cross of Jesus. By 
Reginald E. O. White. William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company. 159 
pages. $3. 


“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” is a 
book of thirty-three meditations 
built around the Passion of Our 
Lord by Dr. Reginald E. O. White, 
a Baptist minister for the past twen- 
ty-one years in Wales, England, and 
Scotland. 


The book is uniquely conceived 
and helpfully divided into five parts: 
Paradoxes that Provoke Reflection: 
such as “The Peril of Security,” 
“The Hurt that Heals”; Achieve- 
ments that Belie Defeat: “The 
Coronation of Pain,” “The Trans- 
figuration of Death”; Interpreta- 
tions that Engender Faith: “The 
Entanglement of God,” “The Oppo- 
sition that Unites”; Implications 
that Determine Character: “The 
Bondage of Freedom,” “The Secret 
of Overcoming”; and Considera- 
tions that Enrich Devotion: “The 
Signpost of the Soul,” “The Focus 
of Remembrance.” 

This arrangement and the titles 
of the individual devotions intrigue 
one to read farther than the table 
of contents. And he is rewarded if 
he does so, particularly if he allows 
sufficient time between the readings 
to digest what he has read, provided 
a somewhat conservative theology 
is not repugnant to him, and pro- 
vided the many references to scrip- 
ture in the text of the meditation 
are not confusing or the lack of il- 
lustrative material disappointing. It 
should be said that when an illus- 
tration is invoked, it is a good and 
apt one. 

To the reader the meditations are 
a little too academic to inspire as 
devotional reading should do. How- 
ever, there are exceptions to this 
generalization. Such is the follow- 
ing passage: “. . . There is a breadth 
which makes for shallowness, and 
mud; there is a narrowness which 
keeps the current of life swift and 
strong and clean. 

“Why should we be so fearful of 
it? Without narrowness there can 
be no lasting friendship—but then 
we call it loyalty. Without it there 
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can be no intense thought or study 
—but then we call it concentration. 
Without it there can certainly be no 
character—but then we call it dis- 
cipline. Without it there can be 
no great career, no proficiency, no 
research, but in these realms we 
rename narrowness application, 
training, specialisation, and realise 
its value.” 

The last five meditations are 
worthy ones on the Lord’s Supper 
and would serve excellently as 
springboards for sermons as would 
likewise most of the individual ti- 
tles and treatment.—LESLIE R. 
SMITH 


Sex and Love 


Sex and Love in the Bible. By 
William Graham Cole. Association 
Press. 448 pages. $6.50. 


The Cluett Professor of Religion 
at Williams College is the father of 
three boys, and his writing seems 
typical of both situations. 

The subject matter is exactly 
what the title states, and it is rather 
inclusive. He interposes his own 
views of how to handle the subject 
today, which is all to the good. For 
example, he believes that the 
church should train the parents to 
train the children about sex. 

Mr. Cole concludes that “one can- 
not point the finger of prudery at 
the Bible; it is astonishingly frank. 
Nor can it be accused of an un- 
realistic idealism.”—H. E. S. 


Bible Study 
The Religion of the Bible. By S. 
Vernon McCasland. Thomas _ /Y. 


Crowell Co. 288 pages. $4.95. 


This is a deceptively simple in- 
troduction to the Bible. It is prop- 
erly “written as an aid to the study 
of the Bible, not as a substitute for 
the Bible.” Its simplicity consists 
of an easily grasped structure, a 
direct and clear style, a rather too 
easy solution of a multitude of 
problems which arise in any care- 
ful study of the Bible. 

Yet when one examines the au- 
thor’s solutions of such problems— 
textual, historical, exegetical—it be- 
comes immediately evident that 
they represent neither an unaware- 


ness of their complexity nor an ef- 
fort to evade their difficulty. His 
intention here is not to weigh the 
pros and cons of every disputed 
point, but to set down directly and 
yet without dogmatism what he re- 
gards as the consensus of informed 
judgment. 


This is really the strength of this 
admirable work. If one wants an 
easy-to-read guide to the history 
and thought of the Bible in the 
light of the cumulative results of a 
century of scholarly investigation, 
this is it. Accordingly it can be 
profitably used as a text for begin- 
ners in serious Bible study at late 
high school or early college level. 
And if there is a class of adults any- 
where in the church school who 
would like to spend a couple of years 
learning what the Bible really is 
and what it says, this book would 
provide an admirable text. 


One can quickly see that the the- 
ological presuppositions of the 
writer are really quite conservative 
and his attitudes devout. But he 
does not press his own personal 
commitments on his readers. 

As I read this, the third book on 
biblical studies of the author, my 
mind was full of memories and 
moved by the mysteries of God’s 
providencies. My reflections went 
back to 1915 when Vernon McCas- 
land and I first met as entering 
freshmen in a little, obscure, ultra- 
conservative Bible college in West 
Texas, and they followed the course 
of nearly a half-century of physical 
and spiritual pilgrimage. 

It is gratifying to me to observe 
that although reverent scholarship 
has led us both to the abandonment 
of many beliefs about the Bible 
which both of us in 1915 regarded 
as indispensible, the years have 
served only to confirm and deepen 
the faith of which these erroneous 
beliefs were inadequate expressions, 
namely, the faith that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to him- 
self and that he spoke and still 
speaks his redeeming Word “in, 
through, and under” the words of 
Scripture to all those who, as Alex- 
ander Campbell said, “come within 
the hearing distance.”—-WALTER W. 
SIKES 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


Disgusted, Ashamed, Incensed 
Editor, The Christian: 


I have just read your editorial en- 
titled, “The Religion of a Presi- 
dent,” appearing in the June 5th is- 
sue of The Christian, and I find my- 
self uncertain as to whether or not 
you are aware of the very name of 
this periodical for which you are 
responsible. I am sure that you 
must know the extent of the power 
with which our church has seen fit 
to invest in you. Sir, you have been 
intrusted with the tremendous re- 
sponsibility of editing each and ev- 
ery word which appears in this 
magazine, in order to uphold the 
ideals of Christianity, to insure 
valuable and worthwhile Christian 
education, and through your own 
stewardship and service to God pro- 
vide a way by which His word and 
the teachings of Christ may be 
spread throughout the world. 

In view of these objectives, I am 
appalled, disgusted, ashamed and 
incensed by the thought which you 
yourself have presented for the 
“spiritual enlightenment” of our 
membership. If your unthinking, 
biased ideas are representative of 
the feelirg of the entire church, 
then I should feel that the course 
of Christianity has suffered inde- 
terminable damage and the world 
is, without doubt, becoming unques- 
tionably the source of its own de- 
struction. 

In specific rebuttal to your out- 
landish statements issued about the 
Roman Catholics, I would like to 
say this: First of all, I hardly think 
the condemnation of Pope John 
XXIII lies within the jurisdiction of 
your responsibilities as an editor, as 
a Christian, or as a man, and I 
would indeed be interested in know- 
ing where and from whom you 
acquired this power of judgment. 

Second, if you are worried about 
whatever damaging influence Pope 
John may have over a (Roman) Cath- 
olic President, perhaps you should 
examine a bit more carefully some 
of the history of the (Roman) Cath- 
olic papacy with relationship to the 
stability of the Roman Catholic 
Church. If Presidents can safe- 
guard democracy and the United 
States as well as Christianity and 
the Roman Catholic Church have 
been safeguarded by the succession 
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The Religion of a President 


of popes for the miraculous period 
of twenty centuries, then I should 
think the voting public of this coun- 
try concerns itself needlessly with 
conjecture as to the fate of our 
nation. 

However, in the short period of 
less than two hundred years Presi- 
dent after President have made 
grave errors in the safeguarding of 
democracy and have placed this na- 
tion many times in situations of un- 
certainty and danger. To my knowl- 
edge, in having studied church his- 
tory, the Roman Catholic Church 
has never, throughout all its his- 
tory, been subjected to the possi- 
bility of complete destruction and 
collapse such as the peril our na- 
tion is presently in. 

Third, you are saying that you 
cannot see fit to support a Roman 
Catholic for President, all other 
qualifications being equal. Sir, if 
you are a believer, then you know 
that the salvation of us all lies in 
the hands of God, and I would like 
to know what better single quali- 
fication one could have for the 
presidency than one who is so con- 
stantly and whole-heartedly in com- 
munication with God as a Roman 
Catholic? Who better might have 
the hands through which God may 
do his work? Do you honestly 
think that one who has such quan- 
tity and sincerity of faith as to be- 
lieve the transubstantiation, for ex- 
ample, will lead this country to un- 
desirable and perilous ends? 

Finally, I would like to say that 
perhaps you should as well exam- 
ine the early history of our own 
country and consider some of the 
issues over which the Revolutionary 
War was fought. I seem to recall 
that religious tolerance was the 
most salient reason for which the 
colonists settled on this “free” land 
in the first place. I also seem to 
recall that the Revolutionary War 
was the settlement of the issue and 
problem of religious tolerance. 

If you, sir, are interested in the 
constitutional division of the state 
and the church and the protection 
of this division, then perhaps you 
should abide by these constitutional 
expressions and not drag a religious 
implication end argument into the 
affairs of our state. It would also 
seem to me that your thinking is 
about two hundred years behind 


the present and that you, and your 
“powerful” pen, could have served 
a more useful cause in allegiance 
to the King of England during the 
eighteenth century.—BARBARA BATES, 
Berkeley, Calif. 


“With You” 
Editor, The Christian: 


I am with you one hundred per 
cent on your editorial of June 5, 
“The Religion of a President.”—J. 
B. MONTGOMERY, Sherman, Tex. 


Most Unbiased 
Editor, The Christian: 


I want to congratulate you on the 
editorial “The Religion of a Presi- 
dent” in the June 5th issue of The 
Christian. I have been reading 
everything I could find upon that 
subject, for I am greatly concerned. 
To me that is the clearest and most 
unbiased article that I have read.— 
Mrs. LETTIE W. Mize, Albuquerque, 
N. M. 


Saving Grace 
Editor, The Christian: 


The saving grace in the editorial 
of June 5, 1960, was the last phrase 
of your statement: 

“So far, we cannot see fit to sup- 
port a Roman Catholic for Presi- 
dent, all other qualifications being 
equal.” 

Many of us would prefer a Presi- 
dent other than a person who wears 
the mantle of the Roman Catholic 
Church. In making our final deci- 
sion, however, we will be forced to 
draw upon the past record of the 
two men who will be presented by 
the two major political parties in 
this country. Many may_be forced 
to vote for a Roman Catholic, all 
other factors being unequal.—KENT 
TIEDEMAN, San Francisco, Calif. 


Fair and Factual 
Editor, The Christian: 


Congratulations on your recent 
editorial in The Christian entitled, 
“The Religion of a President.” 
(June 5, 1960.) It is one of the 
fairest and most factual statements 
on this subject that I have read in 
recent days and I am sure will be 
greatly appreciated by all the mem- 
bers of our churches who are look- 
ing for guidance on this important 
subject. 

Articles by Sam Pugh and F. E. 
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Davison are always appreciated and 
are full of creative ideas. We find 
that The Christian is an invaluable 
help in the ministry of our church 
and are glad that all dues paying 
members can receive it direct from 
the publisher, even though it strains 
our budget each year the subscrip- 
tions come due. 

On occasion it has been suggested 
that the item beedropped from the 
budget but we have had too many 
objections from members and board 
members so will continue according 
to the present plan. Evidently they 
not only receive it but read it. Keep 
up the good work.—Epwarp E. Rus- 
SELL, New Orleans, La. 


Straightforward 


Editor, The Christian: 


Thank you very much for your 
editorial on page 6 of the June 5 


issue of The Christian. “The Reli- 
gion of a President” presents a 
strong, straightforward stand in 


temperate language——MIss EMILY 
D. Gray, Hyattsville, Md. 


Clear Lines 
Editor, The Christian: 


Bless you for your courageous 
editorial “The Religion of a Presi- 
dent” (June 5, 1960). Some, no 
doubt, will simply brand you as pro- 
Nixon, anti-Kennedy and equate 
your whole motive with pure po- 
litical preference. However, I am 
convinced that you run deeper than 
political parties when our religious 
freedom is threatened. I follow 
your writings regularly and appre- 
ciate your thinking most of the 
time. To accept the speaker is to 
accept his words. Also, a warm 
handshake for your fine lesson com- 
ments “Where .the Scriptures 
Speak.” 

It’s very difficult to reconcile 
one’s sincere attempt to be tolerant 
— yes, loving, which is more Christian 
than tolerant—with the apparent 
necessity to take a firm stand on 
this Roman Catholic president issue. 
Many fine people are confused by 
the maze of conflicting information. 
Your editorial has helped to mark 
clearly the lines between white, 
black and gray!—W. WILSON 
Stuart, Keokuk, Ia. 


To the Point 


Editor, The Christian: 


Allow me to congratulate you 
upon your fine editorial “The Reli- 
gion of a President.” It is to the 
point and very timely. 

We who have lived where the 
Roman Catholics have dominated 
and have been in countries they 
have ruled know it is hazardous to 
give them power.—Mkrs. HAtTTIE 
MENZIES, Beaverton, Ore. 
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Impelled to Apologize 
Editor, The Christian: 

It was with some sense of dismay 
that I read the editorial “The Reli- 
gion of a President” in the June 5th 
issue. In a day when there is an 
earnest attempt at all levels to de- 
velop an understanding of the na- 
ture of democracy within a plural- 
istic society, for our brotherhood 
journal to shrug the whole matter 
off in one editorial whose conclu- 
sion is, “So far we cannot see fit to 
support a Roman Catholic for Presi- 
dent, all other qualifications being 
equal,” is an astonishing commen- 
tary on our religious provincialism. 

I am not interested in promoting 
the candidacy of John Kennedy. In- 
deed his party may well have other 
men more qualified for nomination 
than he, but to lop off the chances 
of forty million Americans from the 
nation’s highest office on the 
grounds cited in the editorial is a 
sad reflection on the state of Chris- 
tian understanding among the Dis- 
ciples. Even Paul Blanchard and 
the POAU have not gone as far in 
their fearful statements as has The 
Christian. 

Even though I agree that an edi- 
tor has the right to state his opin- 
ion, I feel impelled in this case, to 
apologize for it to my _ religious 
neighbors and to state that many 
of our brotherhood leaders do not 
share your conclusion. 

Responsible Protestants, who are 
attempting to solve the problem 
and not just crawl into their nar- 
row shells, are currently involved 
in a dialogue with the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. I know of no Disciple 
who has participated in these dis- 
cussions. I do not want to feel that 
the vision of the unity of Christ’s 
people crystalized into a group of 
cold slogans one hundred years ago, 
and we are now no more than a 
denomination of two million Ameri- 
can sectarians, but I feel that this 
rejection of responsible, enlightened 
and creative discourse is just an- 
other evidence that, as a brother- 
hood, we are standing on the side- 
lines and hooting while the real sol- 
diers in the fight for understanding, 
and, yes, even the union of all Chris- 
tians, go marching by.—CHARLES H. 
BaYER, Washington, D. C. 


Good and Timely 


Editor, The Christian: 


I am writing you to commend you 
for the editorial in the June 5 issue 
of The Christian, namely, “The Re- 
ligion of a President.” It was good 
and timely.——J. E. Suiimp, Valpa- 
raiso, Ind. 


Daily Prayer for 


World Convention 


by J. E. Francis 
Falkirk, Scotland 


At the suggestion of the pub- 
licity committee of the World Con- 
vention, I have prepared the follow- 
ing prayer to be used each day dur- 
ing the week of the Edinburgh As- 
sembly by church members around 
the world. In this manner a unity 
and strength may be achieved 
which would not be possible simply 
among those gathered in Edin- 
burgh. 

The prayer is to be the same each 
day except with the insertion of 
the particular subject each day at 
the place indicated. 

The subjects are: 


July 31. Church of Christ through- 
out the world. 

Aug. 1. The World Convention 
president, vice-president, general 
secretary and all other officers. 

Aug. 2. All preachers, presidents 
and all who contribute to public 
meetings. 


Aug. 3. All the committees and 
sub-committees as they make 
their plans. 


Aug. 4. All attending the conven- 
tion, for their safe journeying and 
rich experience. 

Aug. 5. The various branches of 
the Churches’ work: Missions, 
CWF, Men’s Work, Youth Work. 

Aug. 6. For a greater devotion to 
service of all members of 
Churches of Christ, including me. 


The prayer: 


O Lord, thou hast granted us the 
joy of the communion of saints and 
of the feliowship of thy Church 
upon earth, grant that we may be 
ever mindful of the sanctity of this 
privilege. 

This day I join with my brethren 
to pray for the gathering of mem- 
bers of Churches of Christ this Au- 
gust in Edinburgh. May the fel- 
lowship of the convention be real 
and sweet, a fellowship with thy- 
self as well as of all that is in hu- 
man nature which thou didst fash- 
ion. May the convention be a 
means of spiritual quickening to all 
who share in it, whether they be 
actually present or not, that thy 
will may be more perfectly done, 
both within and without the world- 
wide circle of Churches of Christ. 


Today we pray especially for: 


(See daily subject list.) 


Bless this whole undertaking 
and use it as thou seest best, 


Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
—Amen. 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 


QUESTION: Your answer to 
the students asking “Is there a 
God” was certainly a classic ex- 
ample of “buck-passing.” After 
your years as a minister was 
that insipid, assinine bit of ad- 
vice the best you had to offer? 


ANSWER: Last week in this 
column was published a letter 
from a layman who wrote to me 
suggesting an answer to the 
students. This week I want to 
provide another letter I received 
on the same subject. 

“Have you ever see a tree? 
Did that tree just happen? Can 
you or anyone else go into a 
laboratory and create hydrogen, 
or oxygen, or gold, or iron or 
any of the other elements 
which we have found to be basic 
in nature? 


“Have you ever seen the sun 
and some of the other billions 
of stars which are in the uni- 
verse and which burn with all- 
consuming heat for millions of 
years and yet are not them- 
selves consumed? There can 
be no creation without a Cre- 
ator. That Creator we call God.” 


Question: One Sunday I carried 
“The Christian” to church school 
with me and a woman looked at 
it and handed it back after 
pointing to “Discsiples of 
Christ” which was printed on 
the the front page like it was 
evil. Why would she do that? 
Just what are the “Disciples of 
Christ” as an organization or 
people? What is the function 
of the National Council of 
Churches? The American Coun- 
cil of Churches? 


ANSWER: You can assure your 
friend that the only thing evil 
about the Disciples of Christ 
may perhaps be found on the 
back page of The Christian and 
not on the front page. 

You ask just why anyone 
would point with disdain to the 
name “Disciples of Christ.” My 
quick answer to that question 
would be—because someone has 
poisoned her mind. They have 
perhaps told her that those of 
us who are bound together by 
the ties of brotherhood and co- 
operation do not believe the 
Bible, have deserted the pur- 
poses for which our brotherhood 
was founded and that all of us 
are on the broad way which 
leads to destruction. 

You ask: “Just who are the 
Disciples of Christ?” The orig- 
inal disciples of our Lord were 
learners. They sat at his feet 
and had a real yearing for the 
mind of Christ. I have always 
been proud to BE KNOWN as 
a Disciple of Christ (whether 
you use capital letters or let- 
ters in the lower case). In 
fact I like it better than the 
term “Christian.” Ofttimes I 
fail to measure up as a Christian 
but I can lay claim to being a 
Disciple for I am a learner and 
I do seek after the mind of 
Christ. 

The latter part of your ques- 
tion I have tried to answer not 
too long ago. Recently there 
have been many fine editorials 
concerning the attempt to prove 
to the government and any 
gullible group that most of us 
ministers who have fellowship 


by F. E. Davison 


with the National Council of 
Churches are Communists. 


In our local paper there were 
recently two letters in “The 
Voice of the People’ handing 
out that propaganda. When I 
called my friend, the editor, to 
protest he said that they just 
published what was sent in. 
Very quickly I called his at- 
tention to many articles they 
had not published. He stated 
that no more such articles 
would be published but already 
some harm had been done to 
the cause of cooperative Chris- 
tianity. 

A number of years ago Jane 
Addams was listed by this 
group as a Communist. Any- 
one who will take the time to 
read the story Forty Years at 
Hull House will pray that every 
city and countryside might 
have citizens like Jane Addams. 


We will continue to print the 
late Dr. Davison’s column until 
all the questions he had an- 
swered, have been used. 





